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When a new Principal arrives in a school there is always speculation that life will be changed and probably for the 
worse! This is true for staff, students and parents alike. Most people are reasonably comfortable doing things the 
way they are used to and worry that the apple cart will be overturned. 
 
As you get to know a school you become more and more familiar with the culture and the way things are done. 
The first thing that struck me was that Stella is a happy school and it is a friendly school. The girls have embraced 
the Good Samaritan value of hospitality, probably without even knowing that it is one of the key values of the 
Sisters who established the College 80 years ago. There is the encouragement to be independent and self 
sufficient with programs and structures in place to support this; for instance the Duke of Edinburgh scheme and 
the flexible hours for senior students.  
 
Our girls are resilient and have initiative and this is a great thing. They are active and have a sound regard for 
their health and their physical well being. On the whole they are self motivated and strive to achieve personal 
best. They support one another and they celebrate one another’s successes. This is a school where the students 
feel as though they belong and they are proud to belong. 
 
Many times this year I have interviewed girls wishing to enrol at Stella and for nearly all of them the reason they 
wish to come here is that they know someone who says that they love being here and it is a good school. The 
girls feel proud of being Stella girls and they know they are part of a long tradition.  
 
This year has been an exciting one for all at Stella Maris as it marks the expansion to a second campus in a 
permanent way. This has been made possible with the purchase of the Fisho’s! We were very lucky to be able to 
access this resource which will offer more classrooms, a large space for examinations, assemblies, year 
meetings, parent/teacher evenings and the like. 
 
This has been a very full year for all of us, but for me the task of learning who everyone is has been a daunting 
one.  
 
We have had our challenges in 2010. The great Year 7 Facebook issue certainly consumed much of our time and 
energy but because of the understanding and compassion of this community and the expertise, dedication and 
wisdom of the Manly detectives, it was resolved with dignity. 
 
We have had our very sad moments with the deaths of some of our parents and some of our friends, particularly 
two young men, very close to the senior students. 
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We have also enjoyed some wonderful moments; 
 Opening Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral was a complete community celebration. 
 Celebrating Chinese New Year with the International students was lots of fun. 
 Camps at Bundanon for Year 11, Morriset for Year 7, Tea Gardens for Year 9, the Year 11 Retreat at 

Kurrajong and Leadership Camp at Collaroy and the Duke of Edinburgh trek to New Zealand. 
 The many and varied productions in the Theatre. 
 Year group Retreats at Curl Curl. 
 The many Music, Dance and Drama evenings in which we were able to highlight the talents of our students. 
 Mother’s Day and Father’s Day breakfasts and the Volunteers Dinner. 
 Stella Alive which was a vibrant display of the life of Stella Maris. 
 The social whirl of the Year 12 Graduation, the Year 10 Formal and finally Presentation Evening… a 

celebration of academic achievement and the lively place that Stella Maris is. 
 
We have had some staff members who have left us, some to retirement and some who have been offered new 
opportunities. I would like to thank the following staff members who have given long and dedicated service to the 
students of Stella Maris but will not be with us in 2011; Mrs Judith Coman, Mr Ken Granneman, Mr David Hart, Mr 
Chris Graham, Ms Liz Copping, Ms Raylee Bonnell, Mr Sam Greenland and Ms Cher Granwal as well as Mr John 
Harvey this year.  
 
I would also like to acknowledge the Stella Maris Board which has worked voluntarily and tirelessly in support of 
the College. The Board Directors have given much personal time and their expertise has been invaluable in 
assisting me guide the College in 2010. The Board Directors are Michael McDonald (Chair), Sister Linda Cassell 
(Deputy Chair), Kelly Morrison, Anne Day, Bronwyn Hession, Neville Goldspring (retiring after many years of 
service), Kim Nass, Cate Clewett, Colleen Robertson and Malcolm Wallace. I am most grateful for their ongoing 
support. 
 
As the new Principal, you spend much time ‘learning the ropes’ and this would not be possible without the untiring 
loyalty and support of Mary Ryland, our Deputy Principal. I thank God every day that Mary has been the backbone 
of Stella Maris for so long. 
 
We all look forward with anticipation to 2011. 
 
Mrs Vicki Comerford, Principal 
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On behalf of the Board of Directors of Stella Maris College, Manly I present to you the Annual Report of the 
College for the 2010 year. 
 
The 2010 year has been one of the most significant years in the College life. This year the College engaged its 
first female lay Principal and purchased the Manly Fishing and Sporting Club. These two significant developments 
and many others during the course of the year gain their energy and stimulus from the tradition of the Sisters of 
the Good Samaritan and the inspiration of St Benedict whose life, spirituality and example motivate the Sisters, 
the Board and the College in educational endeavour we so dearly cherish as Stella Maris College. 
 
This year we welcome Mrs. Vicki Comerford as the new Principal/ Chief Executive Officer of the College. Mrs. 
Comerford comes to the College with extensive experience as an educational leader, in particular, an educational 
leader with an understanding and familiarity on Good Samaritan tradition. Mrs. Comerford’s leadership and work 
during the course of this year have vindicated the Board’s decision to appoint her to this significant leadership 
role.  Mrs. Comerford has filled the role with distinction, commitment and energy. On behalf of the Board and all 
those involved with Stella Maris College we congratulate and thank her for her work in this first year of her 
appointment. Mrs. Comerford will continue to advance the Board’s agenda for renewal consistent with the 
strategic plan in 2011.  
 
The Board welcomes the continuing development of the College’s leadership team and for the work undertaken 
by them in support of the education of students. In particular, the College was pleased to welcome Mr. Denis Lee 
as the Director of Teaching and Learning. Mr Lee is an educator of the highest standard and he will significantly 
contribute to the educational and curriculum leadership of the College and, most importantly, to the education of 
the young women in our care 
 
The College has for some time occupied leased property at Pittwater Road, Manly and also the property known as 
The Factory at Alexander Street. The once in a generation opportunity arose, during 2010, to purchase the Manly 
Fishing and Sporting Club. This purchase will enable the College to withdraw from leased properties and to 
consolidate all teaching and learning at Stella Maris College and in the nearby Manly Fishing and Sporting Club 
(to be suitably renamed). The Board and its Building and Resources Committee and Finance, Audit and 
Compliance Committee have developed a staged development of the Manly Fishing and Sporting Club. The 
Board believes this will provide improved opportunities for the education of the young women at the College and 
also enormously assist the work undertaken by staff in that endeavour.  
 
The Board farewelled Mr Neville Goldspring and we would like to thank him for all he has done as a member of 
the Board over many years. He continues to contribute as a member of the Board’s Building and Resources 
Committee. I would like to recognise all who contribute to the life of the College including Committee Members 
and Board Directors, the College Leadership and Staff, Parents and Students.  With everyone working together in 
our common purpose of providing the very best educational opportunities for the young women of the College 
much will be achieved in 2011. 
 
Mr Michael McDonald 
Chair of Directors 



 

5  

Reports 

A Good Samaritan school strives to develop right 
relationships in its community. For this to succeed a 
teaching and learning process is essential, which places 
importance on valuing the dignity of each person and 
the hospitality of heart and place, the seeking of peace, 
the balance of work and prayer and the appreciation of 
beauty and cultural plurality. 
 
Stella Maris College, having its origins in the Good 
Samaritan tradition, endeavours to incorporate the 
aforementioned Benedictine values throughout the daily 
lives of its girls. This is no easy task but we at the 
College respect and understand the importance of 
teaching these Christian values, so that the girls will 
have an appreciation of them as they receive a holistic 
education. 
 
This year students in Years 7, 8 & 9 have had a 
formalised Pastoral Care time once a fortnight, in 
addition to their Year meeting. During this time the 
Pastoral Care teachers of these years met with the girls, 
recognised birthdays, discussed topical issues and 
interviewed each girl with regard to her interests, goals 
and her own view of her progress. In this way a 
relationship was formed between the Pastoral Care 
teacher and the student and it is hoped that the student 
feels valued by a person in the College community 
outside of her subject areas. Once a term each Pastoral 
Care group has also attended Chapel during this time. 
 
In Years 10, 11 and 12 there has been no formalised 
time set aside but teachers met with their students 
individually to monitor, encourage and support. They 
also interviewed them about their goals and aspirations. 
 
This year was the introduction of a formal Pastoral 
Report based on the interviews and discussions 
between the Pastoral Care teacher and your daughter. 
It contributes to the overall picture of your daughter at 

the College and hopefully gives an indication as to 
whether or not there is balance in her life and her 
learning. The College is pleased with the new format 
and it will continue in its present form in 2011.  
 
At the helm of each Pastoral Care Year team is a 
dedicated, hard-working and compassionate Year 
Coordinator. These tireless educators always have the 
girls’ best interests at heart and are on call at all times 
during the school year. The College is blessed to have 
your daughters in such capable, efficient and 
experienced hands. 
 
Our International students also have a Pastoral Care 
Coordinator who assists the students in all areas of their 
lives. Their new life in a new country is difficult enough 
but the support, time and devotion offered to these 
young ladies by their Coordinator is exemplary and 
makes their adjustment to life at the College all the 
more smooth. 
 
The College Counsellor is always on hand, ready and 
willing to help any student needing her assistance. She 
is also a huge asset to the Year Coordinators if 
required. 
 
Our College community places the utmost importance 
on the welfare of your daughter. By welcoming her, by 
offering her a safe environment, by making her feel 
valued, by exposing her to a richness of diverse cultures 
and by offering her a sense of peace we enable her to 
learn and to grow through a balanced lifestyle in the 
Benedictine tradition. Underlying this is ”In all things 
may God be glorified”, which is in the crest of the 
Sisters of the Good Samaritan of the Order of St. 
Benedict. 
 
Mrs Shirley Slater, Director of Pastoral Services 

Pastoral Coordinators 
From Left to Right: 

 
Bronwyn Parker, Year 11 
Kylie Andrew, Counsellor 

Sarah Metcalfe, Year 9 
Colin Macallister, Year 10 

Carolyn Collins, International Students 
Shirley Slater, Director Pastoral Services 

Marisa Quick, Year 7 
Victoria Scully-Power, Year 8 

Nicole Boyde, Year 12 
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2010 celebrated the 79th year that Stella Maris College has provided Catholic Education for girls in Manly. The legacy of the 
Sisters of the Good Samaritan is alive and well here and this year we have continued to develop our understanding of the 
unique charism these women of faith have left us. Together with the Good Samaritan Education Team we launched the Good 
Samaritan Teaching and Learning Framework to assist us in embedding this unique charism of the Sisters of the Good 
Samaritan into Teaching and Learning at the College. As we begin the 80th year of Stella Maris College we will continue to 
build on this foundation through this framework to live the example of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan here in Manly. 
 
HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE RESULTS 2010 
 
I am pleased to report that the Class of 2010 did very well in the Higher School Certificate Examinations. Our top student was 
Qi Si (Sherry) Chen, one of our International Students who received a Band 6 or E4 result in all of her courses last year 
despite English being Sherry’s second language and without the close support of family, Sherry received a Premier’s Award 
from the Premier of New South Wales, the Honourable Kristina Keneally MLA. She scored an Australian Tertiary Admissions 
Rank (ATAR) of 99.35. (Each year the best ATAR any student may achieve is 99.95.)  
 
45 students of the Class of 2010 were listed on the Office of the Board of Studies Distinguished Achievers List. This list names 
the students who received Band 6 or E4 results in one or more courses. In total 80 Band 6 or E4 results were achieved by the 
Class of 2010. Following is a list of these students: 

Congratulations to the Class of 2010! We are very proud of you. 

Tina Alcorace   Music Extension 
Teaghan Alexander  Music 1 
Sophie Arniel    Modern History 
Megan Bonner   General Mathematics 
Maya Brundrit   Studies of Religion 1 
Jiani (Jenny) Cai  Chinese Background Speakers 
Ebony Caterina   Tourism 
Qi Si (Sherry) Chen  English as a Second Language  

 Mathematics Extension 1  
 Mathematics Extension 2 
 Economics  
 Chinese Background Speakers 

Alice Cooper   Visual Arts 
Daisy D’Souza  English Extension 1  

 Mathematics Extension 1  
 Modern History 

Yi (Lukia) Ding  Mathematics Extension 1  
 Chinese Background Speakers  
 Japanese Beginners 

Sheng Yu (Joyce) Du Mathematics Extension 1  
 Mathematics Extension 2  
 Chinese Background Speakers  
 Japanese Beginners 

Fan Li (Lin) Fang  Mathematics Extension 1 
Nikita Fitzgerald  Business Studies 
Claudia Forsyth  General Mathematics  

 PDHPE 
Claire Gilet   Music 1 
Devon Halligan  PDHPE 
Samantha Harmer   Ancient History  

 Business Studies  
 Studies of Religion 1 

Min Shan (May) Huang  Mathematics Extension 1 
Natalie Johnson   Visual Arts 
Penelope Johnson   Studies of Religion 1 
Emily Kempson  PDHPE  

 Studies of Religion 1 
Bethany Kings   Studies of Religion 2 
Natalie Kovacs  General Mathematics 

Hua Tong (Claire) Lu  Mathematics Extension 1  
 Mathematics Extension 2  
 Chinese Background Speakers 

Lillian Lo    Studies of Religion 1 
Alexandra Luu  Business Studies 

 Mathematics  
 Visual Arts 

Carissa Malouf   Biology  
 English Advanced  
 Mathematics  
 Studies of Religion 2 

Amanda Miller   General Mathematics 
Charlotte Norsa  Music 1  

 Visual Arts 
Caitlin Pentecost  Music 1 
Jacqueline Prendergast  Economics  

 Studies of Religion 1 
Nicole Rawson   Ancient History 
Genevieve Rogan   Modern History  

 Studies of Religion 1 
Ping (Angela) Song   Mathematics Extension 1 
Molly Southwood  Studies of Religion 1 
Carolyn Szalay  English Advanced  

 English Extension 1  
 English Extension 2  
 General Mathematics  
 Studies of Religion 1 

Scarlett Templeman  English Extension 1  
 English Extension 2  
 History Extension 

Chantal Walsh  General Mathematics  
 Studies of Religion 1 

Lauren Weatherley  Legal Studies  
 General Mathematics 

Yi Ting (Binnie) Wang Japanese Beginners 
Yong Yi (Winnie) Yuan  Mathematics Extension 1 
Meng Jiao (Alice) Zhang Mathematics 
Yi Chen (Ellen) Zhang Japanese Beginners 
Si Jin (Julia) Zhu  Japanese Beginners 
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SCHOOL CERTIFICATE RESULTS 2010 
 
As with the HSC, the Year 10 cohort did us proud in the School Certificate tests with the following results: 

 
 

Two students, Rose Outred and Nicole Schroder, received a Band 6 result in all tests. 
 
The following students received Band 6 results in one or more subjects: 
Emily Bobis   Luana Bowman   Emma Boydell   Kimberley Butterfield 
Natasha Capstick  Susan Chen    Helen Church    Sara Connell 
Lani Cutuli   Eleanor Davies   Rachel Diaz    Casey Eagleton 
Kiri English-Hawke  Clare Freakley   Rachel Gaughan   Jessica Gostelow 
Alysha Harrold  Gracie Hay    Aisha Kirkby    Johanna Long 
Georgina Mailey  Tess McPhail    Lauren Moorhouse   Alexandra Naylor 
Rose Outred   Amy Palin    Hannah Paul    Amy Rath 
Ruby Riguet   Nicole Schroder   Nikki Sheppard   Wing Kwan (Annie) So 
Laura Stenta   Wei Jia Tan    Georgia Thompson   Madeline Velk 
Eloise Vozzo   Margaret Weir   Rachael Zhou 
 
Congratulations to the Year 10 Class of 2010 for their excellent results . We look forward to similar results for those students 
who are continuing at Stella Maris College in Year 12 2012. 
 
NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - LITERACY AND NUMERACY (NAPLAN) 
 
Each year the College is involved in the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). This year stu-
dents in both Years 7 and 9 performed extremely well this year.  
 
Year 7 Means Comparison      Year 9 Means Comparison 

Year 7 Learning Growth       Year 9 Learning Growth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to all these students who have achieved such amazing results in all of the above public examinations and 
assessment programs. We look forward to another year of successes in 2011. 
 
Mr Denis Lee, Director of Teaching and Learning 

 English Mathematics Science Australian 
History 

Australian 
Geography 

Band 6 14 11 22 20 11 

Band 5 87 50 81 50 70 

Band 4 49 62 45 63 57 

Band 3 5 28 8 18 14 

Band 2 2 5 2 5 3 

Band 1 0 0 0 0 1 

 Computing 
Skills 

Highly  
Competent 

142 

Competent 19 

Competence  
Not 
Demonstrated 

0 
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2010 has been another busy and fulfilling year for the 
Counselling Department at Stella. Students from Year 7 
through to Year 12 come along to chat about a variety 
of issues, including friendships, family, organisation and 
study skills, as well as a range of mental health issues.  
As well as offering counselling and support to students 
and parents, referrals to external services are also 
made.   
 
Supporting the individual needs of students is definitely 
a collaborative effort; without the help of staff my job 
would be impossible.  In particular I would like to thank 
our wonderful Year Coordinators for their continued 
assistance and support.   
 
Both the girls and I were also lucky enough to have 
Morgan, an intern psychologist in her final phase of 
training, as part of the Counselling team for a full year.  
Morgan brought with her an abundance of enthusiasm 
and fresh ideas.  I sincerely thank her for all of her hard 
work. 
 
This year marks my 10th year as College Counsellor, 
and I have to say it has been a wonderful journey.   One 
of my favourite aspects of College life has been 
watching the transformation of the wide-eyed young 
girls in Year 7 blossom into the mature and competent 
young women of Year 12. 
 
Brainstorm Productions 
 
Each year Brainstorm Productions visit Stella Maris.  
These performances are an entertaining way to educate 
the girls on issues that are relevant to their age.  Year 7 
attended a performance of the ‘The Hurting Game’ 
which explores the issues of friendship, bullying, body 
image, school relationships and internet use. 
 
Year 8 watched ‘Verbal Combat’ which looks at cyber 
bullying, harassment and responsibility, while Year 9 
attended a performance of ‘Cheap Thrills’ which 
highlights the difficulties of peer pressure.  Issues such 
as alcohol, drugs and safe partying are explored. 
 
Mrs Kylie Andrew, School Psychologist 

SOME QUOTES..... 
 
Loneliness and the feeling of being 
unwanted is the most terrible poverty – 
Mother Teresa 
 

I would rather be blind than have sight 
and no vision – Helen Keller 
 

You can’t have everything – where 
would you put it all? – Steve Wright 
 

Life is what happens when we are 
making other plans – John Lennon  
 

Never tell me the sky’s limit when there 
are footprints on the moon – Author 
unknown 
 

Never be afraid to try, remember.... 
amateurs built the Ark.  Professionals 
built the Titanic – Author unknown 
 

I have not failed.  I’ve just found 10,000 
ways that won’t work – Thomas Edison  

ARKs – ACTS OF RANDOM KINDNESS 
If you want to be totally outrageous and unpredictable, 

make plans to do something kind for a friend, member of 

your family or even a teacher.  Make sure it is totally 

unexpected and people will be surprised, shocked, 

flabbergasted and speechless.  They will be rapt and you 

will feel great!   You could: 

Send a postcard 
Say ‘hello’  
Ask someone about their weekend 
Share a smile 
Help out around the house 
Offer words of encouragement when someone fails 
Forgive  a friend who makes a mistake 
Not spread a nasty rumour 
Help someone with their homework 
Visit someone who is sick 
Admit when you are wrong 
Stick by your friends during hard times 
Let your little sister/brother tag along 

(The Heart Masters by Bob Bellhouse, Andrew Fuller, 
Glenda Johnston and Neil Taylor) 

 

SURROUNDING YOURSELF WITH THE BEST 
 

In my opinion, the most beautiful song is...... 
In my opinion, the best movie ever made was..... 

The best book I have ever read is..... 
My favourite aroma or scent is..... 

The person who inspires me most is..... 
If I could be remembered for one thing, it would be..... 

The one thing I am secretly good at, that most people don’t know, is..... 
In 10 years time I will be..... 

(Adapted from ‘Work Smarter Not Harder’ by Andrew Fuller) 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/~/media/Images/Report/KHL-ACMA-BUTTON-4web.ashx?w=143&h=143&as=1&imgrefurl=http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/report.aspx&usg=__D4qhqUy6i9PldRbNnIaz8bhLAKw=&h=143&w=143&sz=13&hl=en&start=9&zoom=0&um=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/image/0013/40054/youth-beyondblue-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/youth/national-youth-week&usg=__OGqvic_fpW1-UhjUHa9UV-J6Zag=&h=120&w=148&sz=13&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&um
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.youth.gov.au/ayf/images/ReachOut.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.youth.gov.au/ayf/pages/Whats_going_on.htm&usg=__yMfgYXCMMtvSKzEqINERDJ9OCbo=&h=266&w=448&sz=24&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=8bY7FcFDfsh0KM:&tbnh
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.det.act.gov.au/__data/assets/image/0005/29435/BullyingNoWay.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.det.act.gov.au/school_education/bullying&usg=__IbldEtBCJp30Su1YBjcO2nH4Wp0=&h=70&w=170&sz=9&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=9
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The Parents and Friends (P&F) team contributed to 
several important functions held over the year 
including the Year 7 welcoming dinner, Year 8-12 
Year functions and the Stella Alive night. Each of 
these activities provided a valuable communication 
link between the college and parent body. In particular 
the P&F objective has been to enhance parent to 
parent and parent to teacher interaction. 
 
The annual P&F Trivia Night was held in June at St 
Kieran’s Parish Hall, Manly Vale. Local business 
community support was outstanding by way of prizes 
which underpinned over $3,000 being raised on the 
night.     
 
My thanks to the P&F team and other parents who 
volunteered their assistance over the year. In 

particular the Stella Alive night always requires a 
massive effort and many parents assisted on the BBQ 
and bar. I sincerely express my gratitude to Vicki 
Comerford and Mary Ryland for their support, interest 
and encouragement shown towards the activities of 
the P&F - the College is fortunate to have this 
leadership team.  
 
The success of 2010 rests on the efforts of a 
dedicated and hard working Executive and in 
particular our retiring Vice President, Tom Quirk, who 
has worked tirelessly for many years - thank you Tom.  
As my youngest daughter, Sarah, completed Year 12 
in 2010 I bid you farewell and wish every Stella family 
the very best for the future. 
 
Mr Tim Baker, P&F President 

Without the generous help of our volunteers, we could not provide the 
girls with nutritious food and drinks provided by the Canteen; a 
Uniform Shop that is regularly open and an efficient Library. Our Sport 
Department values having extra expert help when needed, the Music 
Department always appreciates those extra hands on performance 
nights and the P&F do a great job when called upon throughout the 
year. Our parents/grandparents give us their time and the students 
love having a family member around the school taking such an 
interest in them. 
 
A special thank you to the following volunteers, whose daughters 
leave Stella at the end of 2010: 
Leslie Beck   Margaret Booth  Tim Baker 
Steve Crowley  Carmen Dowling  Brad George 
Julie George  Maurice Gilet  Helen Guckian 
Stacey Hitch   Sharon Kilpatrick  Sue Naylor 
Karen O’Sullivan  Janet Parker  Tom Quirk 
Jo Stacey   Melissa Sundborn  Christene Swavley 
Bernadette Ticehurst 
 
The Volunteers Dinner, a function held to thank our volunteers for their 
work within the College community, was once again held in the school 
grounds and was a great success. Nora again supplied a magnificent 
meal – her desserts are to die for. 
 
Thank you everyone for another wonderful year and we look forward 
to having most of you on board again in 2011. 
 
Mrs Maree Sewell, Uniform Shop Manager & Mrs Bernie McGrath, 
Canteen Manager 
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Stella Maris is a school that achieves excellence by adhering to the Benedictine 
values – those being humility, compassion, work, community, peace, prayer, 
balance, hospitality and stewardship. 2010 came as a year with promise, and 
fulfilled that. While academic success is surely one focus of an educational 
institution, foremost at Stella is an emphasis on making the environment a positive 
one – to foster mind, body and soul. We take priority in issues of Catholic identity, 
teaching and learning, pastoral care, and sustainability, to create a Stella spirit that 
putting pen to paper cannot justify.  
 
This year we welcomed our new principal, Mrs Vicki Comerford, who came to 
serve as an excellent role model for the young women of the College. Also upon 
commencement of the new school year, the girls were excited to make use of the 
new canteen, commercial kitchen and computers – provided with the 
Commonwealth’s School Pride Grant. These, while ensuring Stella’s modernity 
and sustainability, go towards enabling a brighter future for all students.  
 
This year has seen many accomplishments with sports, performing arts productions, extra-curricular activities and 
charity events. Rachel Nunn’s ‘Stella Markets’ were a great success, serving to raise money for the Oasis Youth 
support network, which “gives homeless and disadvantaged young people hope, help and opportunities”. Also 
fundraising for Oasis Youth was Stella Day. Stella Day was a great success, and credit must go to Ellen Murphy 
and her Student Representative Council. March saw Stella’s participation in the World’s Greatest Shave, as 
Sophie Blanshard and Georgia L’Estrange bravely shaved their heads to raise money for the Leukaemia 
Foundation. The entire school was very supportive and everyone was brought closer for the cause. Stella spirit 
was further brought to life with the Athletics carnival, the Swimming carnival and with Light Entertainment, though 
the latter unfortunately did not make it past the rehearsal stage. Year group retreats and Year 7, 9 and 11 camps 
gave some groups the chance to further develop Stella Maris values with their peers. 
 
The Year 12s of 2010 made sure to leave in style, as we underwent two weeks of dressing up and fanfare. A 
theme of harmony was applied to the grade’s graduation, such harmony is not only visible with the senior 
students, but a true representation of Stella school-wide.  
 
It has been a pleasure playing a larger part in the Stella community this year, and I would love to thank the 
College for such a wonderful opportunity. I wish the school all the best for the future, and I truly mean it when I 
say: 2010 – sorry to see you end. 
 
Caroline Szalay, College Captain 

School Captain: 
Carolyn Szalay 

 
School Vice Captains: 

Sally Heys 
Sarah Peattie 

 
Prefects: 

Sophie Arneil 
Daisy D’Souza 
Charlotte Norsa 
Maddy Parker 

 
Liturgy Prefects: 

Carissa Malouf 
Amelia Bannerman 

 
International Prefects: 
Taylor Bladen (Local) 

Kj Ng (Overseas) 
Ellen Zhang (Overseas) 

 
SRC Captain: 
Ellen Murphy 

 
Social Justice 

Captains: 
Hannah Barker 

Cassandra Caterina 
 

Music Captain: 
Alice Sundborn 

 
Sports Captain: 

Lisa Carlton 
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SRC Captain: Ellen Murphy 
 

Year 11 
Carmel – Jessica Felton 

Fatima – Jessica Bull 
Lourdes – Nicole Olivera 
Rosaria – Alexa Kaufer 

 
Year 10 

Carmel – Lauren Moorhouse  
Fatima – Gabby Tesoriero 
Lourdes – Rachel Nunn 
Rosaria – Sara Connell 

 
Year 9 

Carmel – Cinizia Tisamo 
Fatima – Grace Nolan 

Lourdes – Liana Bonner & Velvet-Belle Templeman 
Rosaria – Carmen Bruce 

  
Year 8 

Carmel – Katie Johnston 
Fatima – Jordan Bennett 
Lourdes – Sarah Collins 

Rosaria – Jacqueline Cooper 
  

Year 7 
Carmel – Georgia Lavis-Rowan 

Fatima – Ruby Costello 
Lourdes – Antonia Di Donato 
Rosaria – Jaime Stevenson 

The Student Representative Council has had a 
wonderful year in 2010!  
 
Throughout the year we have been raising money for 
our chosen charity, Oasis Youth Support Network, a 
fantastic charity that helps homeless Australian 
teenagers. One of the initiatives we took on board 
during the year was Mobile Muster where we raised a 
collection of old or broken mobile phones so that they 
can be recycled properly. 
 
Our big project for the year was Stella Day. Our aim 
was to reformat the events of the day, which I think 
we definitely achieved! The day was full of exciting 
activities such as; live music, Thai food, a disco room, 
face painting, raffles, guessing competitions, mystical 
fortune tellers, the student vs teacher soccer match, 
cake stalls, sausage sizzle, a giant Zumba class and 
other fun things! The girls all had fun and together we 
raised $2020 for Oasis, who will be able to really 
reach out to a lot of people in need with that money.  
 
Another initiative that the SRC started was the ‘Stella 
Up Markets’ where girls donated second hand goods 
and the money raised again went to Oasis. 
 
We have had a really great year together on the SRC 
and I am really proud of each and every one of the 
girls. They are a beautiful group of compassionate 
and active girls who will do great things in this school 
and in their futures! Best wishes and congratulations 
to Alexa Kaufer and Sophie Gould who will be filling 
my position for 2011, I kept it warm for you girls! 
Good luck with everything! 
  
Ellen Murphy, SRC Captain 
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Houses 

House Captains 
 
CARMEL 

Captain:  Lucy Washington 
Vice Captain: Emily Kempson 
 
FATIMA 

Captain:  Claire Gilet 
Vice Captain: Emily Whyman 
 
LOURDES 

Captain:  Claudia Forsyth 
Vice Captain: Megan Bonner 
 
ROSARIA 

Captain:  Shae Pickworth 
Vice Captain: Rebecca Smith 

House Cup 
 
Congratulations to our 2010 House Cup winner, Carmel, with a total of 
3198 points. 
 

FINAL POINTS TALLY: 

 Carmel Fatima Lourdes Rosaria 
Athletics 
Carnival 

747 618 635 892 

Swimming 
Carnival 

1131 748 1070 888 

Merits 
 

1320 1506 1343 1408 

Total 3198 2872 3048 3188 
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The Swimming Carnival took place on 
Monday 1st March at Warringah Aquatic 
Centre. We had a great day with lots of 
participation by all students. 
 
Congratulations to the Age Champions: 
Under 12: Siobhan O’Hara 
Under 13: Caitlin Werakso 
Under 14: Ellen Spencer 
Under 15: Lily Rasdall 
Under 16: Georgia Farrell 
Open:       Jessie Quinn  
 
The Open Invitation 50m winner was Jessie 
Quinn. 
 
The overall winners of the Carnival were 
CARMEL. 
 
Ms Cathy Douglas, PDHPE Coordinator 

The Athletics Carnival took place on Monday 
19th April at Narrabeen Academy of Sport. 
The weather was perfect and the enthusiasm 
of all involved was excellent. 
 
Congratulations to the Age Champions: 
12 years: Newbie Redding & Ellyanne 
Slennet 
13 years: Emily Hill 
14 years: Mieke Kassulke 
15 years: Emma McGlinn 
16 years: Kirsten Dunsmore 
17 years: Jacqueline Prendergast 
 
The Open Invitation 100m winner was 
Samantha Harmer. 
 
The overall winners of the Carnival were 
ROSARIA. 
 
Ms Cathy Douglas, PDHPE Coordinator 
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Curriculum 

This year we have had a very successful and 
enjoyable time in class in the Dance Studio. The 
girls who chose Dance as their elective from 
Years 8-12 were able to perform class dances at 
Dance Nights both in Terms 2 and 4, Stella Alive 
and various assemblies.  
 
We have seen girls shine in the area of 
composition. We have budding choreographers in 
each year, girls who are keen to create new 
moves and go beyond the boundaries of 
traditional dance steps.  
 
Here at Stella we also have very talented 
performers, who excel in technique and 
performance and who are ambitious to improve. 
In the Dance elective every girl is to perform at 
Dance Night and for their exams and it is so 
pleasing to see girls improving in confidence, skill 
and performing. 
 
In 2010 we had a very special opportunity for the 
girls studying Dance in Year 10 to be in a dance 
piece with one of Australia’s leading 
contemporary choreographers, Mr Dean Walsh. 
Dean worked with the girls for 12 weeks, creating 
a 10 minute work which challenged both the mind 
and the body. They performed this work 
“Nascent” in our Term 4 Dance Night and we are 
hoping this relationship with Dean will continue 
into the future. 
 
Ms Melissa Smith, Dance Department  

Students welcomed in the new year with smiles and enthusiasm. Dancers 
registered for ensemble groups and began new experiences within 
elective classes.  
 
The excitement of the first few weeks continued to grow and students in 
Year 7 worked towards a public performance in Term 2, titled Journey to 
the Spirit. The work was created from class discussions and focused on 
the experience of new journeys. Each class practiced and presented a 
section of the dance work adding colour, movement and a unique energy 
to the presentation.  
 
The ensembles continued to gain results and awards in local 
competitions. The ensemble members proudly represented Stella Maris 
College and the girl’s demonstrated commitment, support and a wonderful 
Stella Spirit.  
 
Elective classes created works for Dance Night and experienced the role 
of choreographer in their composition explorations. The adventure of new 
movement and discovery through play is an important process for Dance 
artists. 
 
Ms Dianna Hall, Dance Coordinator 
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Curriculum 

Throughout 2010, studio and theatre performances provided students the opportunity to discover the art of acting. 
 
Year 7 students explored the crafts of mime, play building and improvisation. Each class presented a group 
devised piece which was performed for film in the Star of the Sea Theatre. The works included; The Call, 
Haunting in the Woods, Toys, The Orchestra, Sticks and Stones, History lesson, Lady and the Lion and A Fairy –  
Fairy Tale. Students used voice, costuming, sound effects and props to tell their stories.  The works were edited 
and arranged for DVD titled 7 Tales. 
 
Year 8 students were introduced to the theatre as a working space and the roles and responsibilities of artists and 
audience. Students prepared small scenes and duologues for an evening’s entertainment showcasing individual 
talents. Students explored a range of acting styles from Drama to Soap Opera and Musical Theatre. 
 
Years 9 and 10 students explored script and character through a variety of presentations. Students presented 
works at Stella Alive and performed large ensemble works with precision and energy. 
 
Year 11 showcased their talents at the annual performance evening. This event allowed performers the 
opportunity to present monologue, duologue and small group presentations.  The student works were sourced 
from exploring interests and styles. Costumes, sounds and props helped the overall communication. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Year 12 presented the HSC works for public performance in Term 3. The works were personal pieces exploring 
the community we live in past, present and future. Themes included; reflections of World Wars, displacement, 
identity and culture and gender. 
 
The Drama Department would like to congratulate the efforts and talents of all young performers, we look forward 
to 2011. 
 
Drama Department 
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2010 has been another busy year for the English Department with a large range of teaching and learning 
experiences being enjoyed by staff and students from Years 7 to 12.  
 
Mrs Judith Coman retired after a long and fruitful career as English Coordinator at Stella Maris. Over the 
last 26 years Judith has contributed much to the Stella Maris community and will be greatly missed after her 
many years of dedication to the teaching and organising of English at Stella Maris. We wish Judith a happy 
and relaxing retirement. 
 
Mrs Selina Han was on maternity leave in 2010 and will return in 2011. Ms Helena George was on a well 
deserved break in Term 4 taking Long Service Leave. 
 
This paved the way for our wonderful replacement staff who helped us throughout the year. Mrs Susan 
Morrison and Mrs Ann O’Brien did a fantastic job in helping us out with classes at various times. We thank 
them for their hard work in the demanding role of being a replacement teacher.  
 
Again in 2010 the Library staff provided much help and inspiration to the teachers and students of English 
as they worked through various topics throughout the year. Mrs Christensen, Ms Stimson and their team 
worked closely with teachers to assist them in giving students meaningful advice and reading 
recommendations. The Reading Challenge was again undertaken by several classes in Years 7 and 8, 
providing a great opportunity for students to extend their reading and enjoy the large range of books that 
we have in the Stella Maris Library. 
 
Students in Years 7 to 12 were all able to access all their English topics online through Moodle, and this 
online learning environment was able to leap forward with the introduction of personal  laptops for students. 
 
At Stella Alive this year our Year 8 Debaters took centre stage in the English Room and showcased their 
skills in two demonstration debates. Parents and students enjoyed this opportunity to see our debaters in 
action as they argued two topics – “That Twilight is a bad influence on children” and “That Reality TV is 
making us stupid.” Thanks to Mr Pickering, Ms George and the Yr 8 debaters for all their hard work at Stella 
Alive. 
 
Students in Years 10 to 12 had the benefit of fortnightly lectures, with the teachers all participating in the 
series of university style lectures. This open teaching and learning forum allows students to access the 
knowledge of many English teachers rather than just one, and participate in an open and collective learning 
environment. We are lucky to have the facilities to deliver such a program in the Senior years which 
enriches the experience of learning about texts and topics in the English Syllabus. 
 
The Year 12 Extension 2 students again completed their Major Works with a great deal of dedication and 
flair. These Major Works included Short Stories and Critical Responses researched and completed over a 
10 month period. 
 
The NAPLAN Literacy exams for Years 7 and 9 occurred again this year in May. While these exams test 
literacy across all subjects and areas of learning, the Year 7 and 9 English teachers made sure that the 
girls know what to expect in the exams. Our students achieved very good results in the literacy based areas 
of spelling, reading, grammar and writing. 
 
Thank you to all staff in the English Department for a wonderful year. Stella Maris is lucky to have such 
dedicated and talented teachers. 
 
Mrs Alison Tedman, English Coordinator 
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Sydney Tower Excursion 
 
Students completing the Food Technology course in Year 10 were given the opportunity to take a tour of Sydney 
Tower Restaurant. They were able to visit behind the scenes of the kitchens and then were treated to a lovely 
lunch whilst taking in the sights of Sydney from the top of the tower. Students enjoyed the opportunity and felt it 
relevant to their course work. 
 
Mrs Elizabeth Gallagher, Technical and Applied Studies Coordinator 
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Gifted and talented students have 
been involved in a range of options 
and programs throughout 2010.  
 
ACCELERATION 
Several of our students are 
accelerating in single subjects. 
Acceleration is the placement of a 
student in the best fit for their 
abilities within the curriculum 
continuum. Nieve Allen of Year 11 
received her HSC in French early in 
the year after accelerating in 2009. 
Erika Henry of Year 7 is accelerating 
in French. Isabella Altenburger of 
Year 8 accelerated to Year 10 
French and is also completing Year 
11 German at Open High School. 
 
THE DA VINCI DECATHLON 
The College was represented by 
teams from Years 9 and 10 at the 
Knox da Vinci Decathlon in May. Our 
students participated in activities in a 
number of disciplines with a 
particular emphasis on higher order 
thinking skills. The girls competed 
against 44 other schools including 
some of the top State Selective High 
Schools. They solved problems in 
areas such as Mathematics, 
Engineering, Science, and General 
Knowledge. Our Year 9 Team 
included Laura Gass, Cassie Green, 
Nicola Rorke, Catherine O’Grady, 
Kate Turner, Velvet-Belle 
Templeman and Tara van Herten 
and placed in the top 20 schools in 
Engineering, Art and Poetry, 
Science, Creative Producers and 
Mathematics. Year 10 was 
represented by Emily Bobis, Sara 
Connell, Nicole Schroder, Lani 
Cutuli, Jessica Gostelow, Gracie 
Hay, Aisha Kirkby and Johanna 
Long and placed in the top 20 teams 
in Engineering, Forensics and 
placed 6th in English and 2nd in Art 
and Poetry overall. The girls showed 
great team work and wonderful 
sportsmanship on the day. 
 
TOURNAMENT OF MINDS 
August saw Stella Maris represented 
in Tournament of Minds. Teams 
were encouraged to explore 
possibilities and experiment with 
ideas as they endeavoured to 
produce their best possible solution 

to the problems given. Both teams 
performed well and the judges were 
impressed with their costumes and a 
number of elements of their 
performances. 
 
The Mathematics/Engineering Team 
Challenge was based on the 
International Year of Biodiversity. 
They created a creature which 
needed to stand unsupported from a 
single core. Additionally the scientist 
who discovered the fossil had 
mysteriously disappeared and the 
team had to resolve the mystery and 
explain what happened to their 
colleague. The team included Elise 
Andrew, Zoe Deuxberry, Mia Gall, 
Michaela Hauff, Gabriel Imbrailo, 
Hannah Naylor and Marie Salisbury. 
 
The Social Science Challenge team 
created their own revolution, 
incorporating at least three 
distinctive elements of at least one 
other famous example. The team 
chose to focus on countries which 
have restrictions and censorship of 
the internet and used the French and 
Russian Revolutions as their 
inspiration. The team included Stella 
Callintzis, Grace Devaney, Eliza 
Earl, Siobhan Nealon, Riley Powers, 
Savannah Stimson and Joelle 
Turton.  
 
SCIENCE 
This year the College ran the 
Science IQ Online Quiz developed 
by the Science Teachers Association 
of Western Australia. This is an 
online quiz for teams of four students 
which have an hour to complete 15 
science problems, specifically 
designed for gifted students. One of 
our Year 9 teams - Laura Gass, 
Rebecca Connell, Caitlin Walmsley, 
Courtney Liddle - gained 1st Place 
competing against 66 teams from 21 
schools across Australia. One of our 
Year 8 teams - Matilda Ebadatt, 
Stephanie Dampney, Leana 
Filocamo, Lauren Campling - gained 
3rd place out of nearly 40 teams 
from 13 schools. 
 
Other team results include: 
Year 8 – Remi Siciliano, Amelia 
Russell, Jessica Nord, Sarah 

Thompson – equal 7th place. Year 7 
– Isabella Anderson, Taylah Curley, 
Newbie Redding, Amber Warnock - 
equal 1st in Round 2 and overall 
equal 4th. Matilda Gould, Alexandra 
Kirk, Grace O’Brien, Daniella Zanko 
- equal 3rd in Round 1. Year 10 -
Alysha Harrold, Casey Eagleton, 
Jessica Gostelow, Holly Mandlik - 
6th place. Gracie Hay, Sara Connell, 
Gabrielle Tesoriero, Rose Outred - 
7th place. Year 9 - Violet Warner, 
Catherine O'Grady, Aden Lewis, 
Lara Dragasevich - 6th place. Year 8 
again in Term 4 - Jessica Nord, 
Amelia Russell, Jessica Arman, 
Felicity Kerrigan – 7th place 
Stephanie Dampney, Mathilda 
Ebadatt, Lauren Campling, Isabella 
Altenburger – 1st place in round 1 
and 3rd place overall against 50 
other teams. 
 
Sara Connell and Gracie Hay of 
Year 10 also participated in the 
Australian Brain Bee Challenge 
which was created to inspire 
students to pursue careers in 
neuroscience. Both girls worked 
hard studying the detailed and 
complex information available on the 
focus area of the brain in preparation 
for the competition. 
 
PHILOSOTHON 
Students in Years 9, 10 and 11 
represented the College at the 
Philosothon hosted by Ascham 
School in September. Each 
discussion or ‘community of inquiry’ 
was facilitated by a Ph.D. student 
and judged by academics from either 
the University of New South Wales, 
University of Notre Dame, Macquarie 
University or Sydney University. The 
set questions came from a variety of 
branches of philosophy including 
epistemology, metaphysics and 
ethics. The team of  Velvet-Belle 
Templeman Year 9, Kiri English-
Hawke Year 10 and Eloise Layard 
Year 11 gave an outstanding 
performance. Congratulations to 
Eloise Layard who won the Year 11 
“Medal for Contribution to 
Philosophical Discussion”.  
 
Dr Kay O’Leary, Gifted and 
Talented Education Coordinator 
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2010 has been a busy yet successful year for the 
History Department, with our students and staff 
participating in a wide range of teaching and learning 
experiences. From excursions to performances, History 
has continued to engage our students with stories from 
the past that can inform their understanding of today. 
What really captures students about History is the idea 
of uncovering or finding out about people and events in 
the past, and this thirst for knowledge is met by the 
enormous range of topics they are able to study. 
 
Year 7 History introduces the students to the concept of 
history and provides the opportunity for the girls to 
research their own family trees. They then complete 
studies on Archaeology, Ancient Egypt, and the Aztecs 
of South America. At the end of the semester the 
students attend an excursion to the Nicholson Museum 
at Sydney University where they are able to play the 
role of historian by hypothesising about the use of 
various implements and examining pottery. 
 
Year 8 History opens to the girls’ eyes to the world of 
Medieval Europe and the effects of colonization on 
indigenous peoples. A popular activity in Year 8 is the 
Medieval Show where they are able to see some of the 
weapons and armour used in battles! Many are 
surprised by the weight and size of these weapons and 
it really brings the past alive. 
 
In Years 9 and 10 the students complete their 
mandatory study of Australian History from 1901. This 
course provides students with a comprehensive 
knowledge of important developments in Twentieth 
Century Australia – ranging from Indigenous rights, to 
the feminist movement, the Dismissal and the pop 
culture of the 1960s! Students sit their first external 
history exam in the form of the School Certificate 
Australian History, Geography, Civics and Citizenship 
Test. Once more our results in this external assessment 
were well above State average. 
 
Elective History is a fantastic subject that allows 
students with a real passion for history to further their 

knowledge in the subject. In Year 9 students study Film 
as History; Ancient, Medieval and Early Modern 
Societies – Ancient Greece, Crime and Punishment in 
the Elizabethan Era, Ancient Rome and Viking Society! 
Year 10 studied Historical Fictions, World Myths and 
Legends and slavery. 
 
Our senior students are able to study Modern, Ancient 
and Extension History. History is a popular elective 
because of the wide range of fascinating topics the 
students can study. In Modern History the students 
study Russian, Vietnamese and French history, as well 
as World War One, the rise of the Nazis in Germany 
and the Nazi architect Albert Speer. In Ancient History 
students explore Ancient Greece and Ancient Persia 
and learn the basics of archaeology to assist them in 
their study of Pompeii and Herculaneum. They also 
enjoy an interschool activity at Stella Maris where they 
listen to a notable historian speak on current work at 
Pompeii. Extension History involves rigorous exploration 
of historiography and the completion of the student’s 
own historical investigation. It offers students an 
opportunity to approach history at a tertiary level. 
 
Of course History is much wider than our school 
experiences, and students have participated in events in 
the community such as Remembrance Day. Being 
involved in these activities allows students to see the 
importance of history to our society at large. 
 
It would not be possible to achieve such excellent 
results or offer such a variety of subjects and activities 
without the professionalism and enthusiasm of our 
department staff. At Stella Maris we are very lucky to 
have History teachers who constantly strive to bring 
history alive in the classroom. We would like to thank 
Ms Raylee Bonnell, Ms Annelise Churchill, Mr David 
Ford, Mrs Erica Gilchrist, Ms Cher Granwal, Mr John 
Harvey, Mrs Sarah Metcalfe, Mrs Rebecca Robin-True 
and Ms Katerina Stojanovski for their efforts this year. 
 
Mrs Anne Coyte and Mrs Selina Han, History 
Coordinators 
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Students at Stella Maris are given 
every opportunity to pursue a range 
of exciting and challenging careers 
in Information Technology. 
 
2010 has been a particularly 
challenging year and I would like to 
thank the teaching staff and IT 
support staff for their support and 
patience.  
 
YEAR 7 - 9 INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
As this was the first year of the 
laptop program at Stella Maris, we 
felt it beneficial for Year 7 lessons to 
cover some basic IT skills, including 
file management, word processing, 
desktop publishing, spreadsheets 
and keyboarding. This enabled the 
girls to use their laptops more 
effectively for completing 
assignments and assessments 
throughout the year. 
 
Students in Year 8 have been 
working through the first year of the 
International Computer Driving 
Licence (ICDL). The ICDL is an 
internationally recognised 
qualification and is the standard for 
computer literacy in over 140 
countries. Using self-paced 
computer-based learning resources, 
we are able to ensure consistent 
quality for all students and use the 
ICDL as a benchmark to measure 
the level of students’ competence in 
personal computer use. Units 
covered in Year 8 were Using the 
Computer and Managing Files, Word 
Processing, Presentations and 
Information and Communication. 
 
Students in Year 9 have been busily 
completing the remaining units of the 
ICDL which are Spreadsheets, 
Databases and Basic Concepts of 
Technology. Apart from giving the 
girls the opportunity to gain a 
relevant accreditation in computer 
literacy, the ICDL course thoroughly 
prepares the girls for their School 
Certificate in Computing Skills. The 
girls are all required to take a 
practice School Certificate test at the 
end of Year 9. 

YEARS 9 & 10 INFORMATION & 
SOFTWARE TECHNOLOGY 
 
Year 9 students are able to choose 
Information and Software 
Technology as an elective subject 
and have been involved in designing 
and creating a website for a 
business of their choice. The girls 
were required to write the underlying 
code and create a professional-
looking website. 
 
Things we enjoyed in IST were the 
practical exercises such as the 
Audacity activity and the website 
assignment. When we created the 
website, even though it was really 
complicated, it was interesting at the 
same time because of all the new 
codes we have learned. There have 
been various things that have been 
taught to us by our teachers but the 
most memorable out of all of them is 
HTML - creating a website by 
coding. 

Georgina Cuzzila 9.0 and 
Halamehi Taufal 9.7 

 
In the elective Year 10 course, 
students are given the opportunity to 
study a variety of different areas 
including: Software Development 
and Game Programming, 
Networking, Database Design, 
Authoring and Multimedia and 
Project Management. Students 
particularly enjoyed their recent 
project creating an animated Flash 
movie for a marketing campaign to 
promote healthy teeth. 
 

Our healthy teeth campaign task 
was thoroughly enjoyable. The 
challenge was to create a working 
end product. Once I knew how to 
use the software I was able to 
experiment with different animation 
techniques. 

Rachel Diaz 10.4 

YEAR 10 COMPUTING SKILLS 
TEST 
 
The Computing Skills test is 
compulsory for Year 10 students as 
part of their School Certificate. The 
online test is based on five skills 
areas: Computer Operations, Word 
Processing, Spreadsheets and 
Databases, Graphics and 
Multimedia, Internet and Email. The 
Test was particularly challenging this 
year as the girls were using laptops 
for the first time, however, 
everything ran smoothly and I am 
sure the results will be of the usual 
high standard. 
 
SENIOR COMPUTING 
 
In Years 11 and 12 Stella Maris will 
always try to accommodate 
students’ interest in technology, 
enabling them to pursue courses in 
Software Design and/or Information 
Processes and Technology. These 
courses attract many of the students 
who have studied elective 
Computing, but because of the 
strong emphasis of technology in the 
school other students have 
successfully completed these 
courses. Year 12 students have 
worked hard this year and I am sure 
the HSC results will reflect this. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM, 
UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY, 
SYDNEY 
 
In past years a number of students 
from Stella Maris have succeeded in 
achieving scholarships for a 
Bachelor of Information Technology 
at the University of Technology, 
Sydney. The scholarship is valued at 
approximately $43,500 and offers 
students an IT degree course with a 
business focus, two six month full-
time industry placements with 
sponsors such as IBM, Unilever and 
Qantas and guarantees 100% 
employment for graduates. Best of 
luck to the two students who have 
applied for IT scholarships starting in 
2011. 
 
Mrs Linda Clemesha, IT 
Coordinator 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 2010:  
 
 Chinese Moon Festival celebration   
 French lunches  
 French play ‘Le petit empereur et les planètes’  
 French drama workshop  
 Manly Council Odawara Exchange to Japan:  Georgina Bevan, 

Rachel Gallagher, Sophie Gould and Lauren Hutton, Year 11   
 Japanese Tokimeki Cup Speech Contest: Lauren Hutton and 

Fern Kanyarat from Year 11 and Jaimi Edwards, Alexandra 
Munro and Irene Pi from Year 9  

 Japanese Taiko Drums 
 Year 12 Italian to Leichhardt Forum 
 Spanish lunches 
 ALC Language Certificate exams   
 Language Olympics  
 Stella Alive 
 
Ms Jennifer Murray, Languages Coordinator 
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This year has certainly been a busy 
yet rewarding year for the Maths 
Department. Some very positive 
results have been achieved by many 
students and the department is 
proud of the students’ efforts. We 
are committed to having each 
student reach their own potential 
and feel a sense of success in their 
learning. 
 
NAPLAN TESTING 
 
In May all Year 7 and Year 9 
students sat the national numeracy 
exam at the College. The results are 
very pleasing and show good 
positive growth for the majority of 
students. The results provided 
excellent feedback on students’ 
strengths and weaknesses. The aim 
of these exams is to help and 
support students in their learning 
and to give insights into where 
improvements can be made. Many 
thanks to all the staff for their 
support in always helping students 
continue to improve in Literacy and 
Numeracy and in using NAPLAN as 
a supportive tool. 
 
HELP IN MATHEMATICS 
 
Students learn Mathematics in 
different ways to achieve positive 
results and growth. Please feel free 
to contact the Maths Coordinator or 
classroom teacher about the many 

services and avenues open for 
Mathematics help at Stella.  The 
department is dedicated to helping 
all students in the college. Software 
programs, textbook resources, 
worksheets, and a specialist teacher 
for students in real need are 
available at the school. 
 
MATHLETICS IS POPULAR 
           
In 2010 many students have enjoyed 
endless hours using the ‘Mathletics’ 
software program. All students in 
Years 7-10 have a login and 
password to the program. Students 
can use the program at school or at 
home to improve their numeracy 
skills. The girls can examine worked 
examples, practise questions or 
even ask for a revision topic test on 
all mathematical areas. There are 
diverse levels within the topics 
ranging from elementary to 
extremely challenging. Tests can be 
marked with immediate feedback 
and problems can be easily 
recognised. Mathletics is another 
instrument that contributes to 
students reaching their goals and 
improving their grades. 
 
EXAM PREPARATION 
 
Many students find it difficult to 
prepare for a Maths examination. 
Past exam papers are certainly very 
helpful. They demonstrate the level 

that is required as well as help with 
issues such as showing the correct 
working and time management. Past 
papers at all levels are available 
from all teachers and are usually on 
Moodle or emailed to the 
candidature.  Doing these past 
papers and checking solutions will 
certainly give students more 
confidence and will once again help 
students to reach their true potential. 
Past Higher School Certificate 
papers and School Certificate 
papers are also available on the 
Board of Studies website.  
 
NATIONAL CURRICULUM 
 
In 2010 the National draft 
curriculums have taken shape and 
have been diagnosed by staff at 
Stella. The content in the curriculum 
is certainly different to the current 
NSW syllabuses and staff have 
attended in-services and workshops 
to keep up with all the current 
changes.  The curriculums are in 
draft phase, but are working towards 
bringing the whole country into step 
with content and school years. We 
will continue to work hard and inform 
parents and students about the 
changes once the National 
Curriculum moves out of draft phase 
and into implementation. 
 
Mr Sebastian Puntillo, Maths 
Coordinator 
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MUSIC CAMP 
 
Arriving at St Augustine’s College at 
6:00am on August 30, about 60 girls 
from Stella Maris and about 80 boys 
from St Augustine’s were getting 
ready to leave on a coach to go to 
Music Camp at the Tops Conference 
Centre, an hour south of Sydney. 
When we arrived it was amazing, 
Tops was situated on 200 acres of 
pristine bush land overlooking 
Illawarra's northern coastline. 
 
When everyone got to the camp we 
had a meeting about what was going 
to happen. After our talk we went 
straight to our first scheduled lesson. 
After having a couple of lessons we 
had lunch and then straight to our 
rooms. We then had afternoon tea 
and more lessons which would end 
up in a performance at Stella Maris 
College at the end of the trip. We 
then had dinner and back to our 
rooms getting ready for night 
activities then into bed at a 
reasonable time. The next 2 days 
had similar instructions were lots of 
fun. On the way home in the coach 
we ended up having McDonalds 
which was a treat.  
 
When we got back to Stella we got 
ready for the concert. We had a 
brilliant concert and an amazing 
experience at camp. 

Courtney Hamilton 8.2 
 
ELECTIVE MUSIC NIGHT  
  
Elective Music Night is a night where 
all students who do Elective Music 
can show off their amazing musical 
talents. It is a great night for both 
performers and viewers. There 
are some absolutely amazing items 
from the older girls. There are 
amazing singers, drummers, 
guitarists, clarinettists and so on. 
The Year 8s and 9s are excellent 
too. They may have only started 
Elective Music but they are already 
great musicians. Everyone really 
puts in an incredible effort, including 
the brilliant music teachers, to make 
the night memorable for everyone. 

Elise Andrew 8.4 

PERFORMANCES 
 
Throughout the year, Year 8 Elective 
Music students have been performing 
an array of music by popular artists of 
their choice. Performing in front of an 
audience gives you confidence and the 
motivation you need in order to 
succeed. When you finish you feel like 
you could do anything. I believe 
performing in front of people opens a 
door to a new dimension of music. I like 
performing because it puts your talent 
out in the open and you can express 
yourself as a musician.  

Stephanie Dampney 8.2 
 
YAMAHA MUSIC FESTIVAL 
 
The Yamaha Music Festival is a festival 
where many bands compete in different 
grades and sections. On June 23rd, the 
Stella Maris and St Paul’s combined 
Jazz Band competed in the Jazz section 
at UTS Ku-ring-gai. The competition 
was great fun and it was such a good 
experience for all the musicians. Not 
only was the playing of such a high 
standard but after our performance we 
got a 15 minute workshop with Jazz 
master John Morrison. This enabled us 
to learn a lot about Jazz music and how 
to improve our playing in the jazz genre. 
Overall, the Yamaha Music Festival was 
so much fun and everyone really 
enjoyed performing and working with 
John Morrison. 

Holly Graham 10.1 
 
WEST SIDE STORY 
 
In Term 3 I went to see West Side Story 
at the Lyric Theatre with the Elective 
Music students from Years 8 to 12. We 
all got a bus to the city and saw the 
production with students from other 
schools. I was studying West Side Story 
at that time as a part of Year 11 English 
so it was great to see a live production 
similar to what would have been seen 
when the musical first toured. The 
actors were very talented and I enjoyed 
hearing songs such as Maria and 
America being performed live. I had a 
lot of fun and would definitely go again if 
the opportunity came up. 

Mariko Stuart 11.5 



 

29  

Curriculum 

It has been another active and busy year for Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE) in 
2010. We have continued with fantastic participation in the wide variety of sports. We introduced Pilates to the 
Year 8 and 9 PE program. The Sports Science classes have also had the experience of being the first to try out 
new activities such as cycling and the laser game at Zone 3.  
 
The Year 10 PDHPE classes participated in the Self Protection Day. This was a day where the girls learnt some 
very important life lessons and invaluable techniques to deal with very serious situations. However it was still a 
day with much humour and enjoyment. 
 
The Year 8 PDHPE classes participated in a Surf Survival Day. Luckily we had perfect weather for this day where 
the girls rotated between Manly and Shelly Beach for their activities. On this day the girls learn about surf survival, 
rip identification, first aid and rescues. Apart from being such a valuable educational experience, completing this 
day also enables the girls to be able to participate in surfing for their PE lesson in Years 9 and 10. 
 
The senior PDHPE students have worked so well this year. We had two Year 12 classes who worked diligently  
throughout the year. The Year 11 PDHPE class has also worked well and constantly displayed such an avid 
interest in all the topics studied. 
 
Thank you to all teachers in the PDHPE department and the students for such a great effort in 2010 
 
Ms Cathy Douglas, PDHPE Coordinator 
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Our Stella photographers are a keen bunch. At 
Stella we still offer the unique experience of 
wet photography across the Year groups 
studying this course.  All photography students 
have learnt the processes of shooting and 
developing their own black and white 35mm 
film and printing their photographs in the 
darkroom with photo sensitive paper and 
chemicals. Of course they are also taught the 
basics and advanced skills in Photoshop; the 
tools and processes of digital manipulation 
using their new laptops. Through these two 
skill bases our photographers develop a 
sophisticated photographic eye to capture their 
world. 
 
Junior Photographic & Digital Media 
 
Our Year 9 took on the challenge to create 
works as a part of the stage and imaging for 
the Year 7 Dance performance of Journey to 
the Spirit. Our young photographers captured 
digital imagery and manipulated it within 
Photoshop with tools and processes to 
represent a spiritual journey within a 
contemporary world. The works were projected 
large scale onto the Star of the Theatre stage 
to fill the space with light, colour and image in 
which the dancers moved. They also visited 
the Alfred Steiglitz exhibition at the Art Gallery 
of NSW earlier in the year and completed a 
photoshoot in the city. Year 10 explored 
character and fantasy through their portraiture 
unit and learnt about the contemporary world 
of photographic installation within digital 
documentation of time based forms. The girls 
created sculptures or constructed images on 
the beach and experimented with site, time 
and the documented image for their Beyond 
the Frame unit. 
 
Senior Photography, Video & Digital 
Imaging: Photography 
 
Our senior students explored a range of 
Modules in this course which allowed them to 
explore a range of subjects and photographic 
skills. Year 11 delved into Portraiture, Youth 
Culture and Photojournalism and created 
professional portfolios of their work. The HSC 
students created photographic series within 
their own individual projects - a diverse range 
of subject matter was represented giving the 
audience a glimpse into their world views. 
Congratulations on the great images this year! 
 
Ms Jo Knight, Visual Arts Coordinator  
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The new school year commenced with our Opening 
Mass celebration at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney. This 
was a joyous occasion to welcome Mrs Comerford to 
Stella Maris College. Our Benedictine heritage was the 
emphasis of the Mass. Congratulations must go to all 
students who were involved in the celebration - 
procession, readers, school leaders, choir and band for 
their enthusiasm and involvement. Thanks must also go 
to all the staff involved in the organization of the Mass. 
 
Year 12 2009 Studies of Religion students made the RE 
Staff extremely proud, with many pleasing results. 
These girls worked extremely hard throughout year and 
deserve the results they received. Well done girls.  
 
All Years have continued to apply themselves and enjoy 
the challenges that Religious Education presents. 
Students are taught a range from courses addressing 
our Good Samaritan and Catholic heritage, to Social 
Justice issues, to learning about other Religious 
traditions. As part of the Year 8 Religion Course, girls 
spent a proportion of time learning about Australia’s 
First Saint – Mary MacKillop – Star of the Cross. These 
courses are presented through a range of activities to 
enlighten the girls knowledge in these areas. 
 
Chris Doyle our Reflection Day Facilitator has continued 
to led the girls in a day of reflection and discussion. 
Students greatly benefit from these days, as it allows 
them time out to think and reflect about the chosen 
theme of the day. Thank you to the Year Coordinators 
and their teams for their assistance on these days. 
 
Year 11 girls have been extremely fortunate this year with Stella’s first overnight Retreat since the early 1990s. 
The three day Retreat was held at Merroo Christian Conference Centre, Kurrajong, and was a huge success. The 
Retreat was a great opportunity for the girls to reflect on our Good Samaritan ethos and work in small groups with 
students and staff. On the final day the girls organised a Mass which was led by Father Peter Hendriks. A big 
thank you must go to Mr Camilleri for his entire organisation and for facilitating the Retreat. Thanks also to Mrs 
Comerford, Ms Ryland, Mr Cartwright, Ms Collins, Ms Ferguson, Mrs Ferguson, Mrs Parker, Mrs Slater and Mrs 
Williams. 
 
One of the key Good Samaritan values is compassion and at Stella Maris we excel at this. We have continued the 
tradition of giving to those in need. We kicked off our Lenten appeal with Shrove Tuesday, with a large number of 
Year 9 student volunteers serving yummy pancakes to the Stella girls. Our appeals have been met with much 
generosity – Lenten appeal Easter eggs donated to the Royal Far West Scheme, and Project Compassion to 
Caritas. We have provided non-perishable Christmas foods and gifts for teenagers for St. Vincent de Paul to 
distribute to those less fortunate. Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Thanks to liturgy prefects Carissa Malouf and Amelia Bannerman for their consistent involvement.  Thanks to the 
Music and Drama Department for your continued support throughout the year. Many thanks to the dedicated 
Religion teachers for their hard work in the department – Mrs Tiffany Blaikie, Mrs Nicole Boyde, Mr Evan Browett, 
Mr John Camilleri, Ms Marcia Charles, Ms Annalise Churchill, Ms Vanessa Coman, Ms Cathy Douglas, Ms Kristie 
Ferguson, Mr David Ford, Mrs Liz Gallagher, Mrs Alison Hausmanns, Mr Denis Lee, Mr Colin Macallister, Mrs 
Kirsten Macaulay, Mr Chris Maker, Mrs Jessica Maker, Mr John Mannah, Ms Sarah Metcalfe, Ms Mary Ryland 
and Mr Rob Sutcliffe. 
 
Mrs Rebecca Robin-True, Religious Education Coordinator 
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The physicist Leo Szilard once announced to his 
friend Hans Bethe that he was thinking of keeping 
a diary. ‘I don’t intend to publish. I am merely going 
to record the facts for the information of God.’ 
‘Don’t you think God knows the facts?’ Bethe 
asked. ‘Yes’, said Szilard. ‘He knows the facts, but 
He does not know this version of the facts.’ 

Hans Christian von Baeyer, Taming the Atom. 
 
The facts about Science at Stella in 2010 can be 
summed up in a chemical equation: 
 
Effort + Commitment + Logic  Achievement  
 
Leo Szilard went on to discover the power of the 
nuclear chain reaction and ways to harness that 
energy through nuclear reactors and the atom 
bomb. Whilst we haven’t gone that far in Science 
at Stella, some amazing discoveries about the 
power within each of us have been made. The 
pictures tell the story of a great year in and out of 
the labs. 
 
Looking forward to another fantastic year, 
 
Mrs Louise Yeates, Science Coordinator 

Challenge 1 Answers 
1.C 
2.D 
3.B 
4.A 

Challenge  3 
A group of 

fish is called a 
school. What 
do you call a 

group of……? 
8. Kangaroos 

9. Turtles 
10. Stella girls 

Challenge 2 Answers 
5. All were invented by Benjamin Franklin 
6. All were named after their inventors 
7. All were invented in Australia 

Challenge 3 Answers 
8. Troop 
9. Bale 
10. Dangerous! 

Challenge 2 
Each set of items has something in common. What is it? 
5. Bifocals, harmonica, lightning conductor 
6. Richter scale, Model T Ford, Hills Hoist 
7. Heart pacemaker, refrigeration, lawnmower 
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Our department was involved in many exciting 
things during the 2010 school year. 
 
We welcomed Year 7 into Global Geography 
and they learnt so many new things about 
strange and exotic environments, World 
Heritage sites and deserts. They also got to 
play around with weather instruments and 
draw line drawings down at the lagoon. They 
produced some lovely work and brochures and 
are to be congratulated on the overall 
enthusiasm they brought to their lessons! 
 
In Year 8 Global Geography students are 
introduced to the global issues of poverty and 
unequal access to resources, and threatened 
habitats. They visited the zoo on their 
excursion, and the timing was perfect as the 
zoo welcomed a baby elephant just before 
each semester visit! 
 
Year 9 not only learnt fantastic facts about 
Australia and prepared brilliant ICT work on 
Natural Hazards in Australian Geography; but 
they were able to choose elective Geography 
(for the super keen!) and elective Commerce.  
Elective Geography focused on areas of study 
such as physical processes, development 
geography and South America and a study 
along a transect. This course gives the girls so 
much opportunity to complete in-depth study 
and fieldwork. In Commerce the girls 
compared shopping; checked out electronic 
fraud; drew up great budgets; learnt about 
marketing and how to create a TV 
advertisement, learnt about small business 
organization, including a trip to the local Mall, 
which they were clearly familiar with and 
prepared some very tempting travel itineraries! 
 
Year 10 were kept busy in Australian 
Geography drawing up their action plans, 
visiting the local beaches and lagoon on 
fieldwork and investigating Waste 
Management and Australia’s Global Links, 
and more importantly our future 
challenges! Commerce dabbled in Law, 
Employment and a little bit of Economics 
and Government and got to visit the 
Sydney District Courts.   
 
Our Senior students once again produced 
some excellent work and results. Society 
and Culture saw the completion of some 
very original and thought provoking HSC 

Pips (Personal Interest Projects); Economics 
and Business Studies students journeyed 
through the commercial world and can now 
critically appraise government policies in 
regards to the bigger economic questions of 
scarcity and sustainability. Geography travelled 
out and about, with Year 11 going to the 
Hunter Valley to study viticulture. Legal Studies 
visited the Law Courts and the Police Museum 
and again left wanting to see more! 
 
Our department this year consisted of: Mrs 
Granwal; Ms Huey; Ms Heraghty; Mr 
Macallister; Mrs Shilland; Ms Slik; Ms Smith, 
Ms Stojanovski, Mrs Neville and Mrs Topham. 
We bid a fond farewell to Mrs. Granwal as she 
moved onto ‘warmer and wetter pastures’ in 
Darwin and would like to thank Mr. John 
Harvey for assisting the department during my 
long service leave in Term 2. The department 
is to be congratulated for all their hard work 
and enthusiasm.  Our 2009 School Certificate 
results were significantly above the State 
average and the HSC results were very 
pleasing. Our teachers put a great deal of 
energy into their teaching, upgrading their 
qualifications and further developing their ICT 
skills. Their classes produced some excellent 
samples of work for the Stella Alive evening 
and both the girls and the teachers should feel 
very proud of this year’s efforts. The current 
global and domestic issues continue to support 
our subjects, and we, as a department are 
committed to instilling in our girls an 
appreciation of and an ability to critically 
appraise these issues, and this of course gives 
us plenty to work with in the classroom! 
 
Mrs Sally Hunt, Social Science Coordinator 

GEOGRAPHY IS FUN 
This year in Year 7 Geography we learnt so much 

and we had a lot of fun. We learned a lot about 
deserts, water cycles, human and physical 

elements, the four spheres, maps, photography, 
latitude and longitude, sketches and much more. 

We went on an excursion to the Manly Lagoon and 
performed a series of experiments. The Centennial 
Park rangers came and taught us about different 
animals and the affect that humans are having on 
our environment. They were very helpful and we 

enjoyed it very much. We also did a lot of 
interactive work using our computers, for example 

online quizzes. 
Nikki Henderson 7.6 and  Olivia-Molly Flello 7.3 
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"TEXSTYLE" A Night of  Food and Fashion  
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2010 was a year full of fun and great achievements by 
the girls. All the girls were enthusiastic and created 
works that were highly engaging and continued to 
amaze with their ever increasing natural talents in the 
subject. 
 
Camille Campos, Year 9, entered a National 
Shakespeare Make a Scene Competition where the 
entrants had to interpret a Shakespearean quote. She 
won the Junior Moving Category with her entry “Men 
Should Be What They Seem.”  Well done Camille. 
 
The Year 10s went on an eventful outing to Martin Place 
and the ABC Studios. The morning started with a trip 
into the city where the students (and teachers!) had a 
great time getting their heads on TV and meeting the 
Sunshine program hosts Natalie Barr and Samantha 
Armitage. They then ventured through the city, ending 
up at the ABC studios at Ultimo. The girls were treated 
to a tour of the TV studios, the hair and make up rooms 
and the Triple J studios where they worked with Craig 
Schuftan to record voiceovers for their latest 
promotions. “Triple J… We Love Music!”. Along the way 
they got the privilege of meeting some of the staff 
including “Tom and Alex” and Adam Spencer. It was an 
inspiring day out that gave the girls great insight into 
working in the industry. 
 
Jessica Bull of Year 11 was accepted into an advanced 
short film class with AFTERS where they were given an 
opportunity to write, direct, shoot, design and light their 
own short film. Erin Lewis was also accepted and 

attended an intensive Film Summer School Course in 
Dublin run by the TISCH School of The Arts, New York 
University. Both girls received hands on industry 
experience that will be invaluable to them in the future. 
Well done girls. 
 
Amanda Milner of Year 12 gained early entrance into 
Notre Dame University to study a Bachelor of 
Communications and Media. 
 
stellavision again showcased some of the key events of 
2010 including all the action at the  carnivals, Sophie 
and Georgia’s courageous head shaves, the heart 
warming events of Chinese New Year, Stella’s entry in 
the Generation One Music Video Competition, Texstyle 
- the Food and Fashion Night - and all of the emotion 
surrounding the Graduation of our Year 12 girls. 
 
stellavision continues to allow students, family and 
friends to enjoy and be a part of the great times had by 
our girls at the College. 
 
To view the stellavision videos go to 
http://stellaonline.stellamaris.nsw.edu.au/smcmoodle//, 
enter your stella student user name and password, then 
click on the stellavision link and browse through the site. 
 
Thank you to all the students and staff involved and we 
look forward to further growth in the future. 
 
Mr Lawrence Wong, Video Production Coordinator 
 

http://stellaonline.stellamaris.com.au/smcmoodle/
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Visual ARTS 

 
Stella artists across the College 
have created outstanding works this 
year.  
 
HSC VISUAL ARTS 
 
In particular we are proud of our 
HSC students who performed very 
well in producing engaging and 
diverse Bodies of Work. All of our 
students worked to achieve their 
best in their chosen media area and 
all experienced the highs and lows 
of the creative process!  
 
In 2010 9,800 students submitted 
Bodies of Works for examination, 
with only 406 students nominated 
for selection into ARTEXPRESS 2011. 
Three of our girls were selected, 
which demonstrates the calibre in 
this year. Congratulations to Alice 
Cooper with her collection of works 
titled Dysmorphia, Sarah Baker for 
her striking portrait painting series 
Royal Game and Brooke Miller for 
her photo media based documented 
work Wired. Alex Luu was also 
nominated for inclusion in Artexpress 
for her multi layered painting You 
Are the Pilot. Congratulations also to 
Shani Ghosh for her drawing series 
Vicious Vogue, and who, along with 
Alice Cooper and Brooke Miller, was 
selected to be part of the exhibition 
Express Yourself at Manly Art 
Gallery & Museum in 2011. 
 
YEAR 11 VISUAL ARTS 
 
We have a highly committed and 
energetic bunch of students in Year 
11 coming through the senior Visual 
Arts ranks. These students are very 
motivated artists and are certainly 
ones to watch! 
 
Our students had a wonderful 
experience at Bundanon camp this 
year where they visited the 
Bundanon and Riversdale properties 
at The Arthur and Yvonne Boyd 
Education Centre, near Nowra. The 
girls enjoyed three nights and four 
days of artistic bliss; experimenting 

with materials and representing the 
landscape in many different ways. 
They also experienced personal 
growth as artists, and of course had 
lots of fun. This year our new 
Principal Mrs Comerford as well as 
Mr Lee took the time out to visit our 
students and to witness the unique 
and worthwhile experience of this 
fantastic art camp. 
 
JUNIOR VISUAL ARTS 
 
This year we began a new initiative 
of a Year 9 workshop day at the 
College where an intensive program 
of artmaking and responding to the 
beach environment was a focus. 
Students completed drawings, 
printmaking, stitching and 
photographing the water and its 
visual qualities resulting in subtle 
and beautiful works. 
 
Our Year 10 artists worked in a 
range of media areas, and enjoyed 
the challenge of completing a large 
scale contemporary portrait painting 
and a visit to the Archibald Prize 
exhibition at the Art Gallery of NSW. 
Congratulations to Danielle de Rome 
who won the People’s Choice Award 
at Stella Alive for her outstanding 
portrait painting. 
 
Years 7 and 8 created a range of 
works learning new skills and 
techniques in a variety of materials 
ranging from ceramics, printmaking, 
painting and digital media. Year 7 
enjoyed an excursion to Manly Art 
Gallery & Museum visiting the 80 
Years from the Vault exhibition as 
part of Manly Arts Festival. Year 8 
took the opportunity to use their new 
laptops to explore stop-motion 
animation in the creation of a short 
animated film of their Dada 
sculptures.  
 
All students displayed their work in 
the annual Stella Alive exhibition 
where each student was 
represented. Congratulations to all 
on your impressive creations and to 
the dedicated art teachers for all of 
their support and hard work this 
year. 

Visual Design 

 
Years 9 and 10 Visual Design 
students love their specialised space 
titled AWS (for Art Work Shop) 
located behind the chapel where 
they can use sculptural tools and 
processes.  
 
Within this course students develop 
jewellery making skills using 
precious metals of bronze and silver 
as well as non precious plastics and 
found materials. Both Year groups 
visited the Contemporary Wearables 
Exhibition at Manly Art Gallery & 
Museum where they studied close 
hand some works by top jewellery 
designers and became inspired in 
the creation of their own work. 
 
Students also enjoyed 
experimenting with hand building 
clay into subjective and organic 
forms and designing their own logos, 
tags and display methods with the 
aim to appeal to their target 
audience. Year 10 took on a new 
unit where they designed a fabric 
pattern lino-printed by hand onto 
canvas and later digitally repeated 
within print media software. Other 
units explored international 
architecture: its structure and forms 
and public art and exhibitions, such 
as Sculpture by the Sea. Students 
also investigated the area of Artist 
Books where the traditional book 
object was reinvented, altered and 
reconstructed into an artwork, 
questioning its original function and 
design. 
 
Overall the Visual Designers this 
year created works that were the 
`objects of desire’ at Stella Alive and 
showed their great talent and 
creativity with designed objects. Well 
done! 
 
Ms Jo Knight, Visual Arts 
Coordinator  
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Stella Maris College has a comprehensive 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) program 
that enables students to learn valuable work skills 
while they are still at school. Approximately 40-50% 
of the students in Years 11 and 12 include at least 
one VET course as part of their HSC pattern of study 
and many students elect to study two to three VET 
courses as part of their HSC. VET students end up 
with dual accreditation as the chosen VET course 
appears on their HSC and in most cases the VET 
course is included in the calculation of the students’ 
ATAR. Additionally, students receive a nationally 
recognised qualification at a Certificate II or 
Certificate III level which they can use as advanced 
standing to further study in their chosen vocation.   
 
The VET Courses that we offer include, Business 
Services, Design Fundamentals, Entertainment, 
Fitness, Health Services Assistance, Hospitality, 
Retail Services and Tourism. I would like to thank 
the teachers in the VET Department for their efforts 
throughout the year.  
 
Australian Vocational Student Prize (AVSP) 
 
Congratulations to Jessica Ledieu (Year 12 2009) 
who was one of the recipients of the 2009 Australian 
Vocational Student Prize. Jessica completed her 
HSC studies in 2009 and received the prize based 
on her contributions and efforts while studying 
Certificate III in Tourism.  
 
The Australian Vocational Student Prize (AVSP) 
recognises Year 12 students who demonstrate 
exceptional skills, commitment and achievement 
while undertaking a VET in Schools program.  Each 
year, the AVSP recognises up to 500 outstanding 
Year 12 students. Students are nominated by their 
school and each winner receives $2000 and a 
certificate. The AVSP promotes the value of 
vocational education and training in schools 
recognising students who choose to pursue a 
practical training pathway while completing their 
senior secondary studies. 
 
Northern Beaches Business Education Network 
2010 Work Placement Awards Night 
 
Congratulations to Giulietta Gigliotti on receiving an 
award for her outstanding efforts whilst on work 
placement. Giulietta was nominated by her NBBEN 
host employer, Novotel Manly Pacific, as an 
outstanding student while on work placement for 
Tourism. 
 
Ms Katerina Stojanovski, VET Coordinator 

RETAIL SERVICES 
Retail Services is really useful for the working 
environment as it shows us the right way to work 
effectively with others, how to be professional and do all 
tasks on time. We have learnt about our rights and 
responsibilities in the work place including how to find out 
about our award wages and working conditions, the 
importance of acting responsibly, being punctual and 
maintaining a professional appearance in the workplace.  
Retail Services prepares us ready for future jobs and 
gives us experiences in the workplace. It’s a fun, practical 
and interesting course that everyone should consider 
doing.  We complete both written tasks and practical 
tasks such as working in the Canteen, Uniform Shop, and 
our own workplace. We also have fun excursions/
shopping to Warringah Mall, the City and to Manly.  

Anna Rose 11.A 

HOSPITALITY EXCURSION TO BROOKVALE TAFE 
This Year the Year 11 and 12 Hospitality students visited 
Brookvale TAFE for lunch. They were able to experience 
the standard expected in Industry. The students were also 
given a tour of the commercial kitchens and listened to a 
presentation by the Head Teacher of Hospitality. Overall 
the students found the excursion to be useful in 
considering future career options. 

Mrs Elizabeth Gallagher, TAS Coordinator 
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The Dance Ensembles have 
had yet another very successful 
year. This year we had a total of 
8 competitive ensembles from 
Years 8 to 10 and two non-
competitive ensembles in Year 
7 which is the largest number 
we have ever had at Stella. 
 
Highlights of 2010 include the 
Years 8 & 9 Jazz Ensemble “Let 
Me Think About It” winning 1st 
place and $500 at the Ryde 
Eisteddfod and the Years 8 & 9 
Lyrical Ensemble “Fix You” 
winning a 2nd place at the most 
prestigious competition in 
Sydney – The Sydney 
Eisteddfod – consisting of 
competitors from over 40 
schools nation wide. For the 
Lyrical Groups first year in 
competition I couldn’t have 
asked for more!  
 
A huge congratulations goes to 
the Year 10 Jazz group “What 
Goes Around” who consistently 
placed at Eisteddfods during the 
year. 
 
It was also an exciting year for 
the Year 9 Contemporary 
Ensemble “Real Love” who 
placed 2nd at the Ryde 

Eisteddfod with a highly 
polished routine. 
 
For ex-Stella student Charlotte 
Norsa it was a proud moment 
when her Year 8 Hip Hop Group 
“Bebot” received a Highly 
Commended at the inaugural 
Sydney Eisteddfod. This is an 
amazing achievement for her 
first competitive choreography. 
 
The Year 7 Ensembles had a 
wonderful time performing at 
Stella Alive and Stella Dance 
Night. I was very impressed with 
the level of skill shown and 
much credit is due to their 
teacher Sarah Normet. 
 
Well done to a highly dedicated 
team of girls who give up their 
mornings before school to 
rehearse relentlessly week after 
week!  Your commitment and 
enthusiasm have earned you 
terrific results and it is always a 
pleasure to work with you! 
 
I look forward to 2011 with 
much excitement! 
 
Ms Rochelle Jones, Dance 
Ensemble Coordinator 

RESULTS FOR 2010: 
 

Northern Beaches Eisteddfod 
3rd – Year 8/9 Jazz “Let Me Think About It” 
HC – Year 10 Jazz “What Goes Around” 

HC – Year 10 Lyrical “Cold Water” 
HC – Year 10 Contemporary “Antrozous” 

 
Extreme Eisteddfod 

2nd - Year 8/9 Lyrical “Fix You” 
3rd - Year 8/9 Jazz “Let Me Think About It” 
3rd - Year 10 Contemporary “Antrozous” 

HC – Year 10 Lyrical “Cold Water” 
HC – Year 10 Jazz “What Goes Around” 

 
Sydney Eisteddfod 

2nd - Year 8/9 Lyrical “Fix You” 
HC - Year 8/9 Jazz “Let Me Think About It” 

HC – Year 10 Lyrical “Cold Water” 
HC – Year 10 Jazz “What Goes Around” 

HC – Year 8 Hip Hop “Bebot” 
 

Ryde Eisteddfod 
1st - Year 8/9 Jazz “Let Me Think About It” 
2nd – Year 9 Contemporary “Real Love” 

3rd - Year 8/9 Lyrical “Fix You” 
HC – Year 10 Jazz “What Goes Around” 
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The 2010 debating season was competed fiercely and our squad of very keen girls represented the College in a 
first class manner, although as a squad had a variable amount of success.  
  
Unfortunately our teams narrowly missed the finals in many divisions of both ISDA (Independent Schools 
Debating Association) and SDN (Sydney Debating Network) competitions. The close calls invariably went the 
opposition’s way all year; causing everyone to quickly tire of the well worn cliché "That's debating". 
 
The girls did manage to finish the SDN season well by winning all but one debate at Pymble, against a PLC squad 
that was sweeping all before it. 
 
Overall the squad were excellent ambassadors for the College and it is excellent to see the continual 
improvement across all areas of rhetoric, logic and, little surprise to many parents, argument. These skills were 
showcased in the Stella Alive debates that provoked keen intra-squad rivalry. The Year 7s have improved 
immensely and we can expect them to really push for a finals berth next year.  
  
Congratulations to all the girls involved. 
  
Many thanks must also be extended to the parents who have ferried the girls around on Friday nights and 
provided much appreciated support. 
  
Mr Deryck Pickering, Debating Coordinator 
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THE ROUGH HEWN THEATRE TROUPE 
 
Now at the end of its fourth year of operation, The 
Rough Hewn Theatre Troupe is a young people’s 
theatre company, started by Stella Maris College, to 
serve young people of the area who aspire to make the 
theatre figure in some way in their professional lives.  
The 2010 season began with Timberlake Wertenbaker’s 
Our Country’s Good, the story of the performance of the 
first play by Europeans in Australia. Exploring the lives 
of first fleet convicts, it speaks eloquently of the power 
to imagine a different, positive future. A French 
Connection, a chamber work, was a program of French 
and English women’s poetry from the First World War 
era, presented in both French and English. Dylan 
Thomas’ Under Milk Wood followed and the season 
finished with Pigmaleon, the work adapted from Bernard 
Shaw’s Pygmalion, by ex-Stella student Katie Johnson, 
who also directed the production. Katie began her PhD 
in Performance Studies at Sydney University in 2010. 
 
The personnel of the company are not restricted to 
Stella or ex-Stella students. Most are in their early 
twenties, though India Tarasin and Nicole Samson, both 
current Stella HSC students played in the 2010 season. 
Chloe Christensen, also doing her HSC here played in 
the 2009 season and Sam Bauermeister, who joins the 
HSC Drama class here from St Paul’s College played in 
the company in 2010. Many Stella students, through 
their studies in the Entertainment VET course, have 
acted as crew, working in box office and as sound and 
lighting operators. Rough Hewn has been privileged to 

engage the services of current Stella students Jess Bull, 
Phoebe Rose, Erin Lewis, Mia Casey and Kayla Biasi in 
those capacities. 
 
The company is very proud of the five young Rough 
Hewn actors who began their tertiary studies in acting in 
2010. David Halgren has completed his first year at the 
Actors Centre Academy in Sydney; Christian Grant and 
Tom Heath have completed a year at the Victorian 
College of the Arts in Melbourne; and Josh Anderson 
has finished his first year at NIDA. Alana Conroy has 
recently begun her studies at the Italia Conti School in 
London. 
 
Ex-Stella students and original Rough Hewn company 
members, Louise Harding and Katherine Lunny 
continue to work with the company. Louise, who is a 
regular Rough Hewn actor and who has designed all of 
Rough Hewn’s posters, finishes her degree in Fine Arts 
at COFA. Katherine finishes her Arts degree at 
Macquarie University this year. Both Louise and 
Katherine have been engaged as tutors for the year 7 
Drama Ensembles begun in Term 4 of 2010. 
 
The 2011 season is currently being devised but it will 
very likely feature three young women directors in works 
by Stoppard, Shakespeare and an original work.   
 
Mr Geoff Cartwright, Artistic Director 
 
www.roughhewntheatretroupe.com 

http://www.roughhewntheatretrooupe.com
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What is The Duke of Edinburgh 
Award? It is an adventure! It 
involves learning new skills, 
sports, hikes and community 
service. It’s about improving 
yourself as an individual by 
meeting new challenges. The 
award is recognised by 
universities and by your 
employers in the future. If you 
can complete the Award it 
really shows you can dedicate 
yourself to any of life’s 
challenges. 
 
For me, Duke of Ed was 
probably the most enjoyable 
experience of all my years at 
Stella. I began by learning to 
set up an aquarium which is still 
active to this day. I then learnt 
to become a football referee 
and how to drive. Community 
service introduced me to a 96 
year old amazing woman called 
Bonnie. Every week we 
gardened/chatted together. I 
learnt more about life from this 
wonderful person than 
gardening! 
 
Shortly after, a lady from 
Harbord had premature triplet 
girls and so began my journey 
becoming a part of their family. 
Each week I would spend as 
long as I could assisting the 
family with the enormous 
responsibility of caring for three 
babies at once. This experience 
helped me decide my future in 
nursing. 
 
Now the hikes!  Sounds like the 
fun part, think again! We soon 
learnt that a first aid kit that 

could save the world was not 
necessary for a one night hike 
but loads of chocolate was. 
There we were as Year 9 
students with hiking packs 
weighing more than a car and 
there were the teachers with 
day packs. We soon learnt - 
you CAN wear the same 
clothes for three days! There 
were hikes to Ku-ring-gai  
National Park, the Royal 
National Park, the Northern 
Beaches, the Basin and my 
favourite hike of course was the 
Milford Track in New Zealand 
(with 750 photos to prove it!). 
 
The whole Duke of Ed 
experience for me was made 
especially easy because of the 
two wonderful Mezger sisters. 
Linda and Andrea Mezger 
devote so much time and effort 
to make each individual have a 
good experience. Every hike 
was organised to perfection 
and they never lost enthusiasm 
throughout the whole process. 
The teachers who assisted on 
each hike were also wonderful 
and on each hike I was 
confident we were in good 
hands. They are all truly Duke 
of Ed experts! 
 
I have now completed Bronze, 
Silver and Gold and have a 
store of great memories. I 
would recommend the 
experience to anyone with a 
good heart and a sense of 
adventure. 
 
Toneya Bennett 12.2 
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2010 has been an eventful year, full of interesting concerts, marvellous 
performances and exciting excursions! 
 
2010 saw the expansion of the Music Ensembles to: 
 Senior Band – Directed by Mrs Kirsten Macaulay 
 Concert Band – Directed by Mrs Jessica Maker and Mr Rob Sutcliffe 
 Choir – Directed by Mrs Victoria Williams and Mrs Melanie Pells 
 Junior Flute Ensemble – Directed by Mrs Kirsten Macaulay 
 Senior Flute Ensemble – Directed by Mrs Jessica Maker 
 Junior Vocal Ensemble – Directed by Mrs Victoria Williams and Mrs 

Leanne Haines 
 Senior Vocal Ensemble – Directed by Mrs Victoria Williams and Mrs 

Leanne Haines 
 Junior Jazz – Directed by Mrs Jessica Maker and Mr Rob Sutcliffe  
 Clarinet Ensemble – Directed by Mrs Kirsten Macaulay 
 Percussion Ensembles – Directed by Mr Evan Browett 
 Brass Ensemble – Directed by Mr Rob Sutcliffe and Mrs Samantha 

Allen 
 
These Ensembles, Bands and Choirs performed at a variety of 
functions this year that included Stella Alive, the Stella Maris College 
Musicale, Stella Maris Elective Music, Senior Music and Year 7 Music 
nights, the Northern Beaches Eisteddfod, the Yamaha Music Festival, 
the Roundhouse Kindergarten, Warringah Mall, St. Mary’s Primary 
School, Dee Why RSL club, Manly Community Centre and Music Camp 
with St. Augustine’s College. 
  
This year, the Music Department was led very successfully by our 
Music Captain, Alice Sundborn.  
 
Our private Music Staff have been working very hard with all student 
musicians at Stella Maris. A big thank you to: 
 Miss Ana Lin - Piano 
 Miss Joanne Sharp – Clarinet 
 Miss Melanie Pells and Miss Rebecca Williamson – Voice 
 Miss Emma Phillips – Oboe and Voice 
 Mr Andrew Scott – Guitar 
 Mr Evan Browett – Drums / Percussion 
 Mr Nathan Milliner – Trumpet 
 Mrs Leanne Haines/ Mrs. Samantha Allen – Music Theory  
 Mrs Janella Fyfe and Miss Cassandra White  – Flute 
 Miss Lemin Luu – Lower Brass 
 Mr Ben Dickson – Saxophone / Clarinet 
 
Mrs Kirsten Macaulay, Director of Music 
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HAWAII INTVITATIONAL WATER POLO TOURNAMENT 
 
After a year’s worth of hard work and preparation this U16 team 
represented Stella in an international competition in Hawaii.  
Preparation included early morning water polo sessions, gym sessions 
and playing together in the Open A division of a schools competition, in 
which they went through undefeated and won. 
 
The girls stepped up to the rougher American style of play and went 
through their pool coming in second.  Unfortunately this meant that we 
had a tougher semi final against the British Columbia State team.  The 
girls put up a good fight but were beaten by the exceptional skills of their 
opposition.  
 
We went through to the Bronze medal match and played the Hawaii Islands State team.  We were the better team 
from the first whistle to the last.  Fitter, faster, better skilled and great teamwork lead us to a 9-6 victory.  
 
We were the only full school team in the competition, the others were State or representative teams.  The girls did 
exceptionally well.  The following girls made up the team: Paige Wiseman, Laura Woolley, Ella Cope, Rebecca 
Tardif, Sammy Pickering, Claudia Attanasio, Georgia Farrell, Clare Freakley, Jodie Trim, Kate McAleer, Lauren 
McAleer, Emily Gurr, Simone Shearsby and Lily Rasdall. Coached by Vanessa Coman. 

WATERPOLO RESULTS 
 
This year was a very successful 
year for Stella Maris Water Polo 
with the following results: 
 
Breakers Summer Comp:  

U16 1st and 2nd 
U14 2nd and 3rd 

 
NSSWPA Competition: 
 Open A  1st 
 U15A 1st 
 U15B 1st 
 U13 3rd 
 
Breakers Spring Comp: 
 U16 2nd 
 U14 1st 
 
NSW CCC: 
 Juniors: 1st 
 Seniors: 2nd 
 
Students selected into the NSW 
CCC team: Georgia Farrell, 
Paige Wiseman, Bronte 
Halligan, Laura Woolley and 
Danielle Carr. 
 
Students selected into the 
Australian All School team: 
Emily Carr 

BBSSSA SOCCER 
 
Congratulations to our Under 15 BBSSSA soccer team which won the Under 
15 Gala Day. The team started slowly and then played through to the finals in 
great fashion. They beat Brigidine 2-1 in the final, with two great goals scored 
by Kitty Dubourdieu and Jess Sandtner. Many thanks to the team for their 
enthusiasm and great sportsmanship displayed throughout the day and to our 
fantastic coaches Beth Sweeney and Jess Sekulich. 
 
The team included: Georgia Ashdown, Bryany Parker, Kayla Biasi, Sam 
Lynch, Alana Rullo, Steph Probst, Sally Doyle, Chelsea Karren, Grace Nolan, 
Tara Kerr, Sana Cook, Simone Shearsby, Kitty Dubourdieu, Jess Sandtner, 
Evelyn Zervos and Bethany Lyell. 

BBSSSA SWIMMING 
 
Congratulations to all our swimmers who attended the BBSSSA Swimming 
Carnival; we had some great results. 

Georgia Farrell   1st 50 Freestyle, 100 Freestyle, 50 Butterfly & 50       
                           Backstroke 
Sam Pickering    1st - 200 Individual Medley 
Ellen Spencer     1st 50 Freestyle 
Lily Rasdall         2nd 200 Freestyle and 2nd 50m Freestyle 
Jessie Quinn       Arrived late due to the National Swimming Titles, but  
                            swam a fantastic final leg and won the All Age Relay by  
                            half a lap 

 
Our relay teams did very well on the day with our Intermediate team coming 
1st in the Medley and Freestyle Relays and Stella winning the All Age Relay 
by a great distance. The Intermediate Relay team included Kirstie Dunsmore, 
Georgia Farrell, Sam Pickering and Lily Rasdall. Our All Age Relay team 
included Siobhan O’Hara (12), Caitlin Werakso (13), Ellen Spencer (14), Lily 
Rasdall (15), Georgia Farrell (16) and Jessie Quinn (17). 
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The Student Success Program in 2010 saw eighteen students involved in researching and developing 
academically rigorous projects on areas of personal interest. This group met each week during the year and 
shared ideas and the progress of each individual’s work. Students in Years 8 to 10 also negotiated a lesson each 
week as part of their timetabled program to develop their research. Mrs Christensen participated in lunchtime 
meetings as well as giving assistance to those working through the Library, particularly with access to relevant 
resource materials and referencing techniques. 
 
Lauren Hutton of Year 11 was our Academic Mentor this year. Lauren worked closely with a number of younger 
students, assisting in their research and development of focus areas. Lauren also assisted greatly with Student 
Success meetings giving advice and presentations based on her experiences as a past Student Success 
graduate. 
 
Students involved in the program this year and who will continue their involvement into 2011 include: 
Year 7 - Shannon Abrahams, Emily Anderson, Nina Fudge, Matilda Gould, Emanuela Orellana, Angie Schroder 
and Gemma Young. 
Year 8 – Isabella Altenburger and Rachel Stackpool. 
Year 9 – Liana Bonner, Jenna-Lee Felton, Laura Gass and Violet Warner. 
 
Those who completed their Student Success projects and who were presented with The Silver Student Success 
Program Award for 2010 include: 
Kiri English-Hawke - a collection of letters between family members based in World War II  
Gracie Hay - a short story centred around family recipes 
Cassandra Green - a research paper on type 1 diabetes 
Velvet-Belle Templeman - a research paper on discoveries and initiatives that changed the world 
These students’ projects received many positive comments while on display at Stella Alive and are now on file in 
the College Library.  
  
Lauren Hutton was presented with a Gold Student Success Program Award at the end of year Presentation 
Evening for her service as an Academic Mentor in 2010. 
 
We look forward to seeing those listed above as well as new students to the Student Success Program continuing 
and completing projects in 2011. 
 
Dr Kay O’Leary, Gifted and Talented Education Coordinator 
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2010 saw another successful year for Writers’ Group. Many 
students participated by coming to the lunchtime sessions, doing 
online tasks, writing informally for themselves or entering a variety 
of competitions. 
 
We started each week with a 10 minute “’quick thinking” exercise 
that develops creative writing skills and provides topics for the girls 
to develop into longer pieces of writing. Each week the topic is 
posted to Moodle so other girls have the opportunity to do it in 
their own time if they could not make it to the meeting. In this way 
Moodle has allowed Writers’ Group to be more accessible to our 
busy students. 
 
This year students entered the Write4fun Poetry Competition, the 
What Matters? Essay Competition, the Sydney Morning 
Herald Young Writer of the Year and the Write Now 
Competition. While all these entries were of a high standard, 
the following girls were awarded a prize for their entries. 
 Bethany Kings (Year 12) was shortlisted in the Senior Prose 

Division of the Mosman Youth Awards in Literature.  
 Rachel Nunn (Year 10) won Highly Commended for the 

Australian Catholics Young Journalist Awards. 
 
Writers’ Group will run again in Terms 1 and 2 in 2011. I look 
forward to seeing some new members as well as our regulars for 
some more creative writing exercises and competitions. 
 
Mrs Alison Tedman, English Coordinator 

EXTRACT FROM ‘COOGEE TO 
CAMBRIDGE’ BY RACHEL NUNN 10.5 

 
“I really believe that education is the key for 
breaking free from poverty. Once you are 
empowered with education, you are in a 
much better position to make successful life 
decisions” states Hannah Pincham. The 24 
year old Cambridge student has big dreams 
for herself and for humanity. Her 
enthusiasm and adventures enlighten me 
and it wasn’t long into our interview that I 
decided she had a story that needed to be 
told. 
 
Hannah grew up in Coogee, in the Eastern 
suburbs of Sydney; as a child she had 
dreams of becoming a veterinarian. It was 
in Hannah’s third year of university, at age 
20, that she decided her responsibilities to 
humanity needed to be explored. “I first 
volunteered to work at Budumburam 
refugee camp in Ghana. I had always 
enjoyed travelling in my university holidays 
and had previously taken self-centred trips”. 
 
“In Ghana my primary role was organising 
‘craft days’ which were held twice a week 
and allowed children to come into the library 
and be creative, and create something to 
take home with them”. It was the fulfilment 
that Hannah received when working in 
Ghana that inspired her to change the 
futures of other people whose lives have 
been sadly dominated by poverty. Hannah 
went on to work at Dagoretti Youth Centre 
in Kenya. Before the trip, Hannah raised 
approximately $17000 Australian dollars to 
build a library for the children at the centre. 
It is this type of determination and 
commitment that amazes me. I fear that 
dedicating so much time to developing 
communities would sacrifice much of the life 
you led at home: “This is the tough thing 
though – I was able to come home at any 
time I wanted to. However, the people living 
in desperate poverty are not able to decide 
that they have ‘had enough’ and want to 
leave”. 
 
Hannah’s words reiterated to me the 
benefits that the volunteer experiences 
when taking altruistic holidays. “I think it is 
important for volunteers to feel appreciated, 
but we volunteers also have to remember 
that everyone is equal and we will probably 
not be thanked for our work every day”.  

EXTRACT FROM ‘AMNESIA: DESTROYER OF THE PAST’ BY 
BETHANY KINGS 12.3 

 
My life started when I was thirty two years old. It started when, one 
day, I woke up with an assortment of flowers, glitter covered get 
well cards, red and blue balloons and faces I had never seen 
before. The room, an icy cold 19 degrees, was a small square box 
that was filled with items which were dilapidated and dowdy and 
looked like they were years old yet were unrecognisable. I looked 
at these people with uncertainty and doubt only to have worried 
faces reflected back, but somewhere deep within these faces I 
could sense love and affection for a person whom I thought, they 
didn’t know at all; me. 
 
I reached up to touch my forehead, only to feel a rough scratchy 
material covering my entire head. I asked in disbelief, “What 
happened to me?” The nameless faces told me I had been in a 
boating accident and that I was lucky to survive, I didn’t remember 
anything. 
 
As the days rolled on and as the past continued to escape me, 
these faces became the only faces I recognised. They took me 
under their wing and brought me to a place they called home. 
They took me to a place where piles of bric-a-brac crowded the 
display cases and photographs hung collecting dust, my face 
splashed all over the buttercup coloured walls. I looked at this man 
and wished that I knew him, but that was a past that I don’t 
remember and most likely never will. 
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LONG SERVICE 
 
Several staff received 
recognition for their years of 
service to Stella Maris at a 
morning tea during 2010. 
 
Diana Shilland and Jeanette 
Ferguson received some 
beautiful pearls for their 30 
years at Stella. Coincidentally 
both have 2 daughters who 
also attended Stella while they 
have been teaching. 
 
Mary Ryland was recognised 
for her valuable contribution to 
Stella over 25 years. 
 
Dave Hart, who is retiring in 
2010, was recognised for 20 
years at Stella. 
 
Robyn Clarke, Gabrielle Lee 
and Kirsten Macaulay have 
been at Stella for 15 years 
and 22 other staff were 
recognised for 10 years of 
service. 
 
With so many long serving 
staff, what does that say about 
the Good Samaritan traditions, 
leadership and Benedictine 
ethos that the school exudes? 
 
Mrs Jeanette Ferguson, 
Director of Staff Services 
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YEAR 7 CAMP 
 
Year 7 Camp was a new and exciting 
experience for all of the Year 7s. The 
best part of camp was the teamwork - 
every activity had you working with a 
partner or supporting them. I 
appreciated the support all my 
teammates and peers gave me whilst 
conquering my biggest fears. I 
wouldn’t have been able to do it 
without them. 

Estelle Ball 7.1 
 
Year 7 Camp was filled with lots of fun 
and great activities. Everyone made 
new friends and had new experiences. 
We had great camp leaders who made 
camp very enjoyable. At night we were 
told scary campfire stories and there 
were lots of different activities that 
everyone had a go at. Year 7 Camp 
was a great time to get to make new 
friends and learn things about our 
peers. 

 Lucy Eagleton 7.9 
 
Year 7 Camp was a great experience 
for all us excited new high school girls. 
The trip was a great new way to find 
friends and conquer our fears. As the 
days went by many emotions came to 
life as we all faced many challenges 
from being high up in the air only 
standing on one strand of rope, 
controlling a two person boat in the 
open waters or even playing some wild 
activities at the games night. It was an 
amazing start to Year 7 and I hope 
that next year’s camp will be just as 
good! 

Newbie Redding 7.A 

YEAR 7 RETREAT 
 
Year 7 Retreat was a great 
experience. The Retreat leader got us 
out of our comfort zone and we had to 
sing, dance and even do a fashion 
show! I made many friends on the day 
through the activities. I don't think that 
I have ever laughed as much as I did 
that day because the leader always 
had something funny to say and you 
were never bored! 

Elisabeth Sganzerla 7.2  
 
Retreat was a time for us to get 
together and make ourselves feel like 
a big family. It was a time to look back 
at our memories and remember the 
good times we had. It was a new 
beginning to new friendships and to 
unlock the future that we are going to 
face.  

Carla Woolley 7.5 
 
The Year 7 Retreat was so much fun, 
all of the singing and music, comedy 
and races made it even better. I want 
to experience it again! I made more 
friends there just socialising and 
talking than at school. I am still friends 
with them and hope to be for the rest 
of my school years at Stella Maris 
College.  

Olivia Taylor 7.3 
 
Year 7 Retreat was an awesome 
experience. Chris Doyle was hilarious! 
He gave some brilliant advice and had 
a great singing voice! I especially 
loved the catwalk! I am certainly 
looking forward to the next Retreat 

 Georgia Gajardo 7.6 
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7.1 
Second Row: Holly Blanshard, Estelle Ball, 

Cara Jacobs, Cassandra De 
Rooy, Lauren Cappie-Wood, 
Matilda Griffith, Riley Powers, 
Felicity Whitting. 

Front Row: Rachel Severino, Stephanie 
Agapiou, Nina Fudge, 
Bridgette Evans, Mackenzie 
Sumner, Siobhan O’Hara, 
Elloise Riddington, Lucy 
Knowles. 

Absent: Cristina Linaker. 
Teacher: Mr Evan Browett 

7.0 
Second Row: Sarah Elmore, Emily Powe, 

Angie Schroder, Audrey 
Mellor, Serena Lentell, Caitlin 
Werakso, Ruby Reid, Isabella 
Campana. 

Front Row: Eleanor Baldwin, Margot 
O’Brien, Paris Bladen, Hannah 
Stubley, Jessica Green, 
Danielle De Nysschen, 
Shannon Abrahams, Emma 
Jacob. 

Teacher: Mrs Erica Gilchrist (Absent) 

YEAR 7 DINNER 
 
Year 7 Dinner was a really 
good and interesting night. 
You could feel the 
excitement of the many 
Year 7s and their families 
as you walked through the 
gate. Everyone was talking 
and hugging each other. 
We were given some 
delicious food and some 
cordial. Then all of Year 7s 
were called up to perform 
near the chapel. That was 
the first time that I felt that I 
was really part of the 
school. I met lots of girls on 
that night whom I am now 
good friends with! 

Brigid Mackenzie 7.3 

STELLA DAY 
 
Stella Day was fun. There was yummy food 
like cupcakes and a Thai restaurant. We 
had games at Stella Day like visiting a 
fortune teller, guessing the teacher when 
they were babies, music teachers sang 
songs and we had group photos, a disco 
and Zumba! It was great fun with all my 
friends. 

Nisha Saini 7.8 
 
Stella day was so much fun! There were fun 
games to play, a performance of singing 
Stella students and bands and there was 
also a great noodle bar. It was also really 
fun because there was so much to do with 
your friends like face painting, free photo 
taking and a dance room!! It was one of the 
greatest days here at Stella. 

Alice Holdsworth 7.A 
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7.2 
Second Row: Sarah Akhurst, Manon O’Neill, 

Madeline James, Sophie 
Milligan, Kayla Choy, Millie 
Lohr, Laura Williams. 

Front Row: Anna Pride, Grace Devaney, 
Madeline Feledy, Philippa 
Bamford, Madeleine Gurr, 
Kiera Boag, Emma Riley, 
Elisabeth Sganzerla. 

Teacher: Mr David Hart (Absent) 

7.4 
Second Row: Amy Tesoriero, Kaitlyn King, 

Molly Doran, Lana 
Chryssavgis, Logan Mounsey, 
Emma Maddox, Amber 
Roberts, Hannah Papandrea. 

Front Row: Karlee Purkiss, Georgia Wood, 
Kate Baselgia, Erica Hardin, 
Emily Anderson, Emily Boyde, 
Ellyanne Slennett, Nina 
Frazer. 

Teacher: Ms Marisa Quick 

7.3 
Second Row: Olivia-Molly Flello, Faith 

Haeusler, Brigid Mackenzie, 
Trisha Alamoti, Natasha Prior, 
Emma Wiseman, Allegra 
Monckton, Kristina Key. 

Front Row: Charlotte Robbie, Olivia 
Taylor, Antonia Di Donato, 
Velvet Simonetti, India 
Christophers, Leah Bousamra, 
Emanuela Orellana, Sara 
Barrett. 

Teacher: Mrs Rebecca Robin-True 
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7.5 
Second Row: Lili Sparke, Alicia Dunstan, 

Micayla Rossini, Jordan 
Marsh, Alexandra Kirk, Felix 
Hauge, Sacha Frizzell, Sophie 
Bray. 

Front Row: Jemimah Dove, Juliana 
Murace, Sarah Conlon, Holly 
Anderson, Eiza Quaine, Carla 
Woolley, Lily Baselgia, Isabella 
Tobin. 

Absent: Georgia Parsons. 
Teacher: Ms Georgina Green 

7.7 
Second Row: Lara Buening, Rosie 

McCaffery, Georgia Phin, Erika 
Henry, Samantha Bell, Tayla 
Antonopoulos. 

Front Row: Miku Nedachi, Daniella 
Zanko, Rebecca Walter, 
Yasmine Rais, Gabriella 
Kukulka, Megan Connolly, 
Taylah Stain, Mia Gall. 

Absent: Tia Rowed. 
Teacher: Ms Kristie Ferguson 

7.6 
Second Row: Lucinda Connolly, Suzanna 

Rourke, Madeleine Spencer, 
Ashley Bekker, Georgia 
Mascarenhas, Bridget Paul, 
Kimberley Drake. 

Front Row: Gemma Young, Isabella 
Anderson, Georgia Gajardo, 
Tayla Breunis, Hannah Naylor, 
Rebecca Koopman, Nikki 
Henderson, Brittany Vescio. 

Absent: Georgina Rafferty. 
Teacher: Mrs Elizabeth Gallagher 
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7.8 
Second Row: Olivia Ralec, Cassandra 

Armenio, Jamoia Bennett, 
Faith Bulgin, Matilda Gould, 
Lily Langman, Zoe Heytman. 

Front Row: Ruby Costello, Annie O’Brien, 
Amber Warnock, Rosie 
Steindl, Pamela Platt, Ellie 
McClenaghan, Yolanda 
Dussek, Nisha Saini. 

Teacher: Mrs Alison Tedman 

7.A 
Second Row: Stella Callintzis, Olivia 

Sandlant, Taylah Curley, Eliza 
Earl, Ciara Lennon, Ellisa 
Bizinger, Jaime Stevenson. 

Front Row: Grace O’Brien, Clare Pockaj, 
Alice Holdsworth, Laurien 
Bakker, Jessika Gray, Newbie 
Redding, Mikaela McNamara. 

Teacher: Mr Sam Greenland (Absent) 
  

7.9 
Second Row: Louise Rance, Ashleah 

O’Brien, Meg Plush, Georgia 
Lavis-Rowan, Claire 
McGibbon, Lucy Eagleton, 
Tess Stephen-Sujdovic, Sieana 
Graham 

Front Row: Madeleine Hickey, Rebecca 
Cramer, Maggie Jaobson, 
Carla Watts, Caitlyn Birrel, 
Marie Salisbury, Angelika 
Ates, Mia Calabritto. 

Teacher: Ms Rochelle Jones 
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YEAR 8 CHARITY 
 
This year, Year 8 supported the Nano Nagle Centre for Youths which is 
under the direction of the Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. The program targets children aged 6 -12 years old who live in the 
Campbelltown (Sydney, NSW) area. Many of these families are from some 
of the poorest and most disadvantaged in NSW. In November, the College 
held a Mufti Day to raise money to support each Year’s charity. 

  Miss Victoria Scully-Power, Year 8 Coordinator 
 
OPENING LITURGY – February 15, 2010 
 
“The Opening Liturgy was really special this year because it was at St 
Mary's Cathedral in the City. The church was huge! It was a really fun day 
and a great start to the year!” 

Emily Edgar 8.1 
 
YEAR 8 RETREAT – March 29, 2010 
 
“I had a great time participating in the Year 8 Retreat. I enjoyed getting up 
and singing The Climb (by Miley Cyrus); it was a really memorable moment 
that I will cherish for further years to come. For those reasons, I believe it 
was a great start to the year and so forth, Year 8 being a true climb.” 

Monica Olivera 8.8 
 
“The Year 8 Retreat was a really fun day! We did lots of singing and 
dancing. This day was really good because I got to meet girls in my Year 
that I had not met before.” 

Mackenzi Wichman 8.3 
 
SCIENCE IQ TEST 
 
“During Terms 1 and 4 this year, the Science IQ Test began. The 
preparations were admirable as each contestant prepared mentally and 
physically as runners were selected to get books from the library if they 
were needed. We had to work in two groups of four discussing and deciding 
the answers as a team. The Science IQ test assesses students on their 
general knowledge of Science, their problem solving ability and teamwork 
skills. The group with the most questions correct and the fastest time 
wins. After an intense hour the groups had both finished their tests, and the 
results were outstanding. Round 1 the teams had placed 3rd and 7th. An 
amazing result!” 

Jessica Nord 8.8 
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8.1 
Second Row: Bryany Parker, Emily Edgar, 

Sophia Washington, Holly 
Bray, Mieke Kassulke, Grace 
Wheatley, Rachel Stackpool, 
Samantha Lynch, Rebecca 
O’Brien. 

Front Row: Melissa Currie, Isabel Abbey, 
Michaela Hauff, Taylor Mills, 
Rachel Fleming, Eliza Earl, 
Mariah Gajardo, Deepanshi 
Jayara. 

Absent: Stephanie Romeo. 
Teacher: Ms Tiffany Blaikie (Absent) 

8.0 
Second Row: Taylor Bird, Ruby Law, Felicity 

Kerrigan, Chloe Dalton, 
Juliette Struye, Monica Postle, 
Adriana Bowman. 

Front Row: Larissa Mesiti, Mathilda 
Ebadatt, Alana Croxford, 
Caitlin Baxter, Mia Harris, 
Grace Loughland, Isabella 
Gilbert, Georgia L’Estrange. 

Absent: Katarina Gomola. 
Teacher: Mr Sean Daly 

MEDIEVAL PRESENTATION 
 
On the 22nd of May, the Year 8 History classes got the opportunity to see a 
performance about the Medieval Times. The presenter, James Adams talked about 
the middle ages and showed us many interesting artefacts from the time. There were 
lots of props on the stage including swords, shields, helmets and a knight’s suit. Eight 
people from the audience were chosen to hold shields. James showed us how shield 
wars were done and what position each person would stand in. They then got given 
spears that the knights used to use. James then showed us a pillory which was used 
for punishment. It looked very painful! Another person got to try on a scolds bridal. It 
is a very dangerous mouth/head piece which was also a form of punishment. 
 
Four members of the audience then got to try on metal mesh. This goes under the 
knight’s armour suit. They are very heavy, normally 30 kilos but, the people tried on 
lighter versions. After that, a knights neck piece and chest piece was put on a 
volunteer. James showed us how strong the armour is by hitting it with a blunt sword. 
Finally some of us had the opportunity to dress in medieval costumes ranging from 
Vikings and Peasants to the expensive clothes of royalty. An interesting fact for me 
was that 10% of the armies were actually females dressed like boys! Overall it was a 
great performance that was enjoyed by all of Yr 8 History. 

 Olivia Smith 8.9 
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8.2 
Second Row: Jorja McDonald, Nicola 

Jacobsen, Shaina Driessen, 
Jessica Jarvis, Claudia 
Sweeney, Ashley Raso, 
Yasmin Christensen. 

Front Row: Annie Kelly, Courtney 
Hamilton, Stephanie 
Simonetta, Madeline 
Lakeman, Chelsea O’Sullivan, 
Isabella Hyslop, Nina Nedachi, 
Stephanie Dampney. 

Absent: Kathryn Godbier. 
Teachers: Ms Melissa Smith (Absent), 

Ms Dianna Hall (Absent) 

8.4 
Second Row: Georgia Peniston-Bird, Jessica 

Watson, Jessica Arman, Emily 
O’Connell, Bronte Halligan, 
Annabelle Elvy, Elise Andrew, 
Paije Wigney. 

Front Row: Acacia Jennings, Abbey 
Tredinnick, Michaela Burchell, 
Gemma Walmsley, Regan 
Blackmore, Lucy Jordan, 
Nicola Bradley, Victoria 
Asquith, Siobhan Nealon. 

Teacher: Mr John Mannah 
  

8.3 
Second Row: Samantha Page, Maddison 

Kelly, Katie Johnston, Makenzi 
Wichman, Sarah Hickey, 
Jessica Sandtner, Ebony 
Morrison, Cherie Crittle.  

Front Row: Eliza Velk, Sophia Mangraviti, 
Lucy Chen, Kellie Li, Kavita 
Naidu, Nichayla Palme, 
Samantha Yeates, Bella 
Charlesworth. 

Absent: Rachel Duncan. 
Teacher: Ms Margaret Heraghty 

(Absent) 
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8.5 
Second Row: Grace Bonnor, Isabella 

Altenburger, Madeleine 
Claret, Olivia Booth, Brigette 
Currie, Georgia Briggs, Lauren 
French. 

Front Row: Isabelle Wilcox, Alana Rullo, 
Amy Warne, Brodie Forsyth, 
Leana Filocamo, Remy Cramb, 
Natasha Hamester. 

Absent: Hayley Constantine, Sofie 
Cunningham. 

Teacher: Ms Amy Smith 

8.7 
Second Row: Tori Casazza, Natasha Carr, 

Phoebe Wood, Stephanie 
Probst, Allison Scott, Amelia 
Russell, Molly Cave-Bramwell, 
Ruby Tonkin. 

Front Row: Natalie O’Connor, Bianca 
Nati, Sally Doyle, Sarah 
Thompson, Belinda Walsh, 
Carly Ritchie, Alex Nasko, 
Georgia Prior. 

Teacher: Mrs Elizabeth Copping 
(Absent) 

8.6 
Second Row: Emily Stenta, Jessica Collings, 

Gabriella Bruzzese, Ellen 
Spencer, Lauren Pearce, Ash-
lee Harju, Gracen Swavley. 

Front Row: Isabella Harris, Ava Maree St 
John, Sarah Collins, Sarah Ea-
gleton, Remi Siciliano, Mon-
tana Bray, Ricci Newton, Emi-
ly Hill. 

Absent: Dominique Antico. 
Teacher: Mr Andrew Latham 
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8.8 
Second Row: Gina Gonzalez, Holly Head, 

Roxana Rogan, Jessica Nord, 
Caitlin O’Shannassy, Monica 
Olivera, Isabella Rust. 

Front Row: Charlie Carmichael-Rulten, 
Michelle Clark, Abhainn 
Treacy, Danielle Carr, 
Stephanie Millet, Lauren 
Campling, Jacqueline Cooper, 
Chantelle Iezza. 

Absent: Whitney-May Lever. 
Teacher: Ms Kirsten Macaulay 

8.A 
Second Row: Jessica Montgomery, Belle 

Mackay, Charlie Pope, Evelyn 
Zervos, Jordan Bennett, Sarah 
McCurley, Lillian McCoy.  

Front Row: Chloe McGeachie, Jemma 
Morris, Taelah Saloumidis, 
Cristina Pelaez-Sanchez, Alissa 
Gigliotti, Georgia Ashdown, 
Laura Butcher, Sophia Bulgin. 

Absent: Grace Nixon. 
Teacher: Ms Jane Neville 

8.9 
Second Row: Josie Martinuzzo, Emma Jago, 

Holly Johnson, Kitty 
Dubourdieu, Claudia Murphy, 
Olivia Smith, Sarah Jarvis. 

Front Row: Jacqueline Dossetor, Emily 
Hay, Kendall Nicholls, Kayla 
Biasi, Jessica Hapl, Harriet 
Ticehurst, Alexandra Zappia, 
Emily Adare. 

Teacher: Mrs Jeannette Dayeh 
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Over the past three years in my role as Year Coordinator I have witnessed 
the Year 9s’ growth and development into fine young ladies and I have 
been fortunate to see their building up of positive relationships with one 
another and with their own sense of self. 
 
The girls certainly do have a strong sense of inclusiveness embedded in 
them which was clearly seen at their Retreat held on 30th March. The girls 
were able to participate in many activities and to have quiet reflective and 
peaceful moments to think about their lives and their relationships to 
others and the wider community. The girls were able to strengthen their 
friendships and rapport together. 
 
Year 9 have continuously displayed a growing sense of maturity and 
responsibility throughout 2010. They have handled their many challenges 
that they have come into contact with in a very effective manner. The girls 
successfully juggled class work, homework and assignments and handled 
study skills to cope with their exams and assessments. 
 
The girls have displayed great success in a wide range of diverse fields, 
for example the Textiles and Design fashion parade, the Online Science 
IQ Quiz, the music and dance ensembles and through various sporting 
achievements. This is very encouraging to see the girls embrace the extra
-curricular activities on offer at the College and it has helped them to 
connect to the school community further and to be able to draw out their 
talents and extend their capabilities. This also enables the girls to develop 
a sense of balance in their school and personal lives where they are 
prioritising, coping and managing their busy workloads as well as finding 
time for enjoyment and relaxation 
 
The girls in Year 9 are such lovely people who display a great deal of 
compassion and concern for others. This can be seen through their peer 
relations to one another and to their respect to teachers. The way the girls 
volunteered and fundraised for the chosen Year 9 charity for the St 
Vincent De Paul Bright SPARKS Refugee children was excellent to see. 
Throughout Term 2 a team of Year 9s ventured out with Ms Metcalfe to a 
primary school in Auburn to work with a group of Year 4 students. The 
Year 9s helped the students with their homework in areas such as English 
and Maths. The Refugee children were from various countries such as 
Sudan, Fiji and the Philippines and the Year 9s were able to help them 
develop their English language skills through speaking and working with 
them. It is such a distinguished credit to these Year 9s that they applied 
themselves to the SPARKS volunteer work with such enthusiasm and 
dedication. 
 
At the Year 9 Camp in September the girls chipped in and helped one 
another with team work and stepped out of their comfort zones to try out 
exciting and often traumatic activities such as the Leap of Faith and the 
reason they were able to do this was largely due to the praise and 
encouragement of their friends. The girls are very inclusive of one another 
and in turn they are respectful of others and are developing into wonderful 
people with an array of qualities. 
 
I look forward to seeing the girls continue to thrive next year in 2011 as 
they step up the rigours and demands of Year 10. Good luck girls! 
 
Ms Sarah Metcalfe, Year 9 Coordinator 
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9.1 
Second Row: Laura Gass, Deborah Carr, 

Emma McGlinn, Liana Bonner, 
Luseane Cook, Kelsey 
McKeand, Rebecca Carbone. 

Front Row: Lucy Blanshard, Rebecca 
Bourcier, Ella Cope, Bronte 
Denmead, Chelsea Karren, 
Madeline McDonagh, Bethany 
Lyell, Rhian Borger. 

Absent: Kimberley Allen, Ellie Linaker. 
Teacher: Ms Kim Naylor 

9.0 
Second Row: Ella Grattan, Carmen Brue, 

Isabel Lister, Summer 
Simonetta, Jaimi Edwards, 
Ruby Chippindall, Samantha 
Pickering. 

Front Row: Mary Bloomfield, Zoe 
Deuxberry, Taylor Donegal, 
Lissa Woolven, Emily Clegg, 
Jemma Rob, Rachel Brennan. 

Absent: Sophia Bernard, Alexa Collins, 
Georgina Cuzzilla. 

Teacher: Ms Annelise Churchill 

YEAR 9 CAMP MEMORIES 
 
The Great Aussie Bush Camp was a really fun experience for Year 9.  We got to try new things out such as the 
Abseiling and the Leap of Faith.  These activities gave us an experience to accomplish new things.  It was also a 
great experience to get to know the rest of the Year Group, outside of our friendship group. 

Summer Simonetta 9.0 
 
Last week we went on the Year 9 Camp.  It was a fun-filled adventure that I will remember for the rest of my life!  
We got to do a tonne of things that we can’t just do anywhere else.  One of my favourite activities was the Giant 
Swing.  It was huge and really exhilarating once I had conquered it.  Another fun activity was the Team Challenge.  
We got to practise our teamwork skills and I made a bunch of new friends.  The teachers created a really 
awesome environment where we could still have fun and still be challenged. 
 
As well as the daytime activities we had the night time activities.  These were really fun and gave us a chance to 
bond with our friends and meet people outside of our regular friendship group.  The Camp Instructors were really 
encouraging and gave us a whole number of options. 
 
Overall the camp experience was really enjoyable and I’m really glad that Ms Metcalfe and the other teachers 
helped to make the camp possible for our Year Group. 

Bianca Murphy 9.4 
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9.2 
Second Row: Skye McLellan, Millie Mayn, 

Izabella Welsh, Gabriella 
Brooks, Nina Meehan, 
Hannah McGlinn, Marni-Jo 
Mantell, Danielle Mirosevich. 

Front Row: Jade Mills, Erin French, Lucy 
McNulty, Isobel Fletcher, Talia 
Bull, Danika Choy, Georgia 
Mineo, Madeleine Kilpatrick, 
Madison Mansion. 

Teacher: Miss Rebekah Williams 

9.4 
Second Row: Jasmin Buono, Kate McAleer, 

Michaela Bamford, Charlotte 
Prior, Chloe Campana, 
Georgia Quinn, Kristie 
Luchesic, Natasha Kukulka. 

Front Row: Elena Mesiti, Irene Pi, Monica 
Cabilao, Leonie Antoniou, 
Jodie Randell, Olivia Wilson, 
Meaghan Maclean, Cassandra 
Green. 

Absent: Sophie Carlberg, Bianca 
Murphy. 

Teacher: Ms Tineke Palmer 

9.3 
Second Row: Lydia Leckie, Kate Carrigan, 

Hannah Griffiths, Caitlin 
Bayles, Sophie Ingram, Grace 
Nolan, Alexandra Munro. 

Front Row: Julia O’Brien, Ariana Cabrera, 
Katrina Ross, Stephanie 
Pascali-Kassab, Olivia Papalia, 
Gabriel Imbrailo, Claudia 
Noone, Ava Kirkby. 

Absent: Maddison Marsh, Barbara 
Zahorsky. 

Teacher: Ms Tracey Walters 
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9.5 
Second Row: Hannah Rillstone, Rebecca 

Conlon, Holly Barcham, Elly 
Cappie-Wood, Nicola Rorke, 
Tiarne Epifania, Ellessandra 
Hills, Aden Lewis. 

Front Row: Daisy Jones, Ashleigh Dale, 
Gabrielle Semisi, Grace 
Heidke, Clare Sainty-Cope, 
Cara Caterina, Sally Atherton, 
Georgia Hardcastle. 

Teacher: Ms Sarah Metcalfe 
  

9.7 

Third Row: Lily Rasdall, Rebecca Tardif, 
Ashleigh Stuart, Ellie Gall. 

Second Row: Emilie Neal, Catherine 
O’Grady, Romy Johnson, Kelly 
Tzintzios, Halamehi Taufalele, 
Alice Edwards. 

Front Row: Emma Stewart, Bianca Rose, 
Lara Dragasevich, Matilda 
Hughes, Louise Nolan, Camille 
Campos, Mina Shin. 

Absent: Isabelle Catteau. 
Teacher: Ms Vanessa Coman 
  

9.6 
Second Row: Ashleigh Signorelli, Sarah 

Saliba, Kate Lodder, Rebecca 
Connell, Georgia Miller, Millie 
Slennett, Velvet-Belle 
Templeman. 

Front Row: Silvie Sanders, Genna 
Saunders, Taylor Smith, Emily 
Pride, Maddison Smith, Dana 
Hardin, Rebecca Marsh, 
Amanda Luscri, Georgia 
Richardson. 

Absent: Stevie Bladen. 
Teacher: Ms Jo Knight 
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9.8 

Second Row: Arabella  Boyce, Isabella 
Caterina, Carina Anderson, 
Zoe Kanellopoulos, Laura 
Elliott. 

Front Row: Ebony Lohr, Courtney Liddle, 
Tara Van Herten, Georgia Van 
Grieken, Danielle Robbie, 
Lauren Ingham-Rhodes, 
Caitlin Walmsley. 

Absent: Sophie Calabro, Marianne 
Connors, Megan Lutze, Rose 
Vanderfield, Cassandra 
Vavouris. 

Teacher: Mr Ben Waters  

9.A 
Second Row: Chase Clayton, Brae Wildash, 

Paige Wiseman, Caitlin 
Nelson, Madison Brown, Eliza 
Parish, Sophie Carlberg, 
Jessica Yeates. 

Front Row: Sarah Bojko, Isabella 
Augustyniak, Zoe Plain, Tayla 
Wright, Monica Eastwood, 
Laura Woolley, Georgia Bond, 
Rachael O’Brien. 

Absent: Lucy Monteleone. 
Teacher: Mr John Harvey 

9.9 
Second Row: Eloise Dossetor, Meaghan 

Syme, Rachel Weatherley, 
Kate Turner, Jenna-Lee Felton, 
Courtney McLeod, Georgia 
Kiernan. 

Front Row: Amber Perks, Emma Webber, 
Violet Warner, Samantha Ball, 
Mia Washburn, Daniela 
Tesoriero, Annika 
O’Callaghan, Rachel Macri. 

Absent: Paige George, Cinzia Tisano. 
Teacher: Mr Rob Sutcliffe 
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2010 was an eventful year for the students of Year 10. 
There was the appointment of a new coordinator, Mr 
Macallister, and the subsequent breaking in and the 
establishment of common ground so that the form could 
progress towards their end goal of the HSC in a few 
years time. 2010 was instrumental and successful in 
building a new working relationship for all to progress 
harmoniously into Stage 6 of College. 
 
The year commenced with the Opening Mass at St 
Mary’s Cathedral where the group set a very high 
standard of behaviour, appearance and grace, which 
was to introduce their character and indicate their great 
potential. The annual swimming carnival was another 
feature of term one with the level of commitment, 
enthusiasm and participation very high. If students were 
not competing they were engaged by the spirit of the 
College in their support of the respective houses in 
competition.  
 
As is the tradition of the College, a day of reflection was 
held mid Term One, with a participation rate of near 
100%. The day was terrific with Chris Doyle leading the 
day with his amazingly dry sense of humour flavoured 
with his spirituality which was evident for all to witness. 
The day concluded with students writing letters of 
reflection which would be revisited in their final year so 
that they can have some sense of the journey they will 
have made. 
 
Another tradition of the College is the ‘welcome to 
parent evenings’ held within the first term. Parents 
turned up in their droves indicating the commitment to 
community that is pervasive in this group. The weather 
was good to us and the food was great with a very 
pleasant evening had by all. 
 
The second term of the year was hectic too! The 
athletics carnival, Stella Day, the joyous vaccination 
program, and of course, the inevitable examinations for 
the School Certificate; all were endured.  
 

A significant number of students had the privilege of 
attending Oasis House, a shelter for homeless youth 
and run by the Salvation Army. The experience was 
very eye opening with the impacts of the exposure 
leading to funding endeavours at a form level and 
eventual uptake by the SRC. Year 10 students were 
instrumental in the success of raising money with a 
Market Day held to sell second-hand clothing donated 
by students of the College. The form can take the credit 
for elevating the issue of youth homelessness to the 
College community. 
 
Term three was full of curriculum ‘speak’, attempting to 
inform students so that they may make suitable 
decisions for Stage six of their education. Parents, 
students and teachers alike were full on with important 
decisions to be made. Stella Alive, late in the term 
further illuminated the form’s great potential and talents, 
with displays of students’ work and efforts created 
throughout the year.  
 
The School Certificate trial was the form’s first 
engagement of term 4 followed very closely by the 
School Certificate. With the worries and stress of 
examinations behind them the form ventured into the 
world of social service with involvement in the College 
program ’Growth through Service’. An amazing amount 
of positive feedback from the students who were 
offering their services to a wide variety of charities and 
institutions proved the program a success. Similarly, 
there was unequivocal praise of the students from the 
agencies. 
 
The year ending saw the ‘informal’ at the Miramare 
Gardens where the form danced the night away 
followed by the College presentation evening where the 
form, once again, distinguished itself. The concluding 
highlight was the Graduation Mass at Manly which paid 
tribute to the amazing growth and development of the 
students throughout 2010.   
 
Mr Colin Macallister, Year 10 Coordinator 
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10.1 
Second Row: Carla Christmas, Sheridan 

Kraljevic, Hollie O’Shannassy, 
Morgan Reid, Simone 
Charman, Michelle Maio. 

Front Row: Antoinette Chirillo, Jingran 
Alice Huang, Laura Stenta, 
Molloy Moyies, Michelle 
Palatucci, Sarah Butcher, Rose 
Outred. 

Absent: Nga Sze Chan, Holly Graham, 
Bianca Jolley, Rhiannon Lever, 
Jiahui Liu, Tianqi Lou, Jiajie 
Zhu. 

Teacher: Ms Michelle Fisher 

10.0 

Second Row: Yiling Hou, Aisha Kirkby, Emily 
Gurr, Larissa Jaffe, Carly Frost, 
Hannah Janssen, Ruby Riguet. 

Front Row: Jing Ru Ma, Sara Connell, 
Emilia Akhurst, Susan Chen, 
Eloise Armstrong, Emily Bobis, 
Gracie Hay. 

Absent: Rachael Dudman, Amy 
Buening, Aimee Kiernan. 

Teacher: Ms Kay O’Leary 

STELLA STUDENT PUBLISHED 
 

Synopsis for ‘The Handkerchief Map’ by Kiri English-Hawke (2010 Ace Press) 
 

This is a three-tiered narrative about love, longing, tenderness and grief. Through the adverse and horrific 
conditions of WWII and the Holocaust, the three characters show what the human heart can and can’t endure 
through the medium of letters to loved ones. It navigates the territory not only of borders, enemy zones and 
resistance fighters, but the territory of the heart and the knowledge that sometimes in losing someone we deeply 
love we find something in ourselves. It is a love story, but not of an ordinary kind. The story begins with Franz, 
recently promoted from Hitler Youth into the German army proper. As events unfold around him he begins to 
question the wisdom of his elders and Hitler with potentially catastrophic results. The second series of letters is 
from Helga, a Russian Resistance fighter who has been separated from her best friend Olgo, of whom she 
discovers too little. The third series of letters is from Susannah, who is Jewish, and 
who ends up miraculously in Bergen Belsen DP Camp. It is through the camp that 
all three characters’ worlds collide and while they leave torturous pasts behind, 
there is hope for a radically different future, if they have the courage of heart to 
recognize the opportunities that at first don’t seem like opportunities. It’s all about 
recognising the chance and knowing that we are all part of the same tribe. 
 
Note from Publisher: This book is suitable as an adjunct for Year 10 Modern 
History and the Gifted and Talented English Stream in Years 9 and 10. 
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10.2 
Second Row: Jasmine Bottrose, Isabel 

Zappia, Eleanor Davies, 
Alexandra Naylor, Juliet 
Bradbery, Alana Caterina, 
Emma Boydell. 

Front Row: Wing Kwan So, Macey 
Nicholls, Emma Mitchell, Wei 
Jia Miranda Tan, To Yan Lin, 
Bridgette Barnes, Lefan Luu. 

Absent: Suet Yi Lee, Jiehuan Ye. 
Teacher: Ms Jennifer Molloy 

10.4 
Second Row: Madeline Velk, Jessica 

Gostelow, Saskia Dowling, Kiri 
English-Hawke, Rachel Diaz, 
Samantha Chalmers, Lani 
Cutuli, Rachel Van Zyl. 

Front Row: Rachael Zhou, Jessica Turner, 
Johanna Long, Elena Knaap, 
Margaret Weir, Emily 
McConochie, Hannah Ledieu, 
Eloise Vozzo. 

Teacher: Ms Jennifer Murray 

10.3 
Second Row: Jodie Trim, Holly Mandlik, 

Emily Dimos, Lauren McAleer, 
Emily-Rose Weir, Alix Pashley, 
Claudia Attanasio. 

Front Row: Abbey Gibson, Libby Gair, 
Georgia Hall, Alison Fleming, 
Marlise Latta, Georgia 
Thomson, Rebecca Cavallaro, 
Brook Munten. 

Absent: Yili Wang. 
Teacher: Mr Lawrence Wong 
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10.5 
Second Row: Kiorie Bennett, Catelyn-Jude 

O’Brien, Rachel Nunn, Tess 
McPhail, Clare Freakley, 
Ashley O’Donnell. 

Front Row: Nikki Sheppard, Maddison 
Jones, Danielle de Rome, Amy 
Rath, Bryony Morgan, Helen 
Church, Vanessa Teofilo. 

Absent: Annalise Dracopoulos, Sophie 
McNay. 

Teacher: Mr Deryck Pickering (absent) 

10.7 
Second Row: Shu Hui Blaire Zhang, Emily 

Gerethy, Georgia Sweeney, 
Isabelle Horder, Amber De 
Lisle, Joelle Turton, Emma 
Ashcroft. 

Front Row: Joanne Moffat, Emma Sward, 
Melinda Farrar-Rabbidge, 
Lucy Bell, Emma Crimmins, 
Eloise Dunne, Chloe Huggett, 
Valentine Guillemin. 

Absent: Rebecca Hill. 
Teacher: Ms Lindy Virtue (absent) 

10.6 

Second Row: Madeleine Papp, Paris 
Stephenson, Alysha Harrold, 
Hannah Paul, Casey Eagleton, 
Melanie Higgins. 

Front Row: Sephanie Zervos, Simone 
Shearsby, Katie Riley, Jessica 
Cunningham, Rachel 
Gaughan, Cassandra Maguire, 
Savannah Stimson. 

Absent: Rebecca Horne, Charlie Sollo. 
Teacher: Ms Linda Mezger (absent) 
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10.8 
Second Row: Caitlin Richardson, Amy Palin, 

Sian Maloney, Rowena 
Meredith, Hannah Stanford, 
Tess Mitchell, Kirsten 
Hamilton. 

Front Row: Danielle Harris, Aylin Rust, 
Emily Paul, Melanie Hayes, 
Zoe Couriel, Racquel Bridge, 
Paige Saltmarsh. 

Absent: Esitia Pouhila. 
Teacher: Mr Scott Mellis (absent) 

10.A 
Second Row: Kimberley Butterfield, 

Genevieve de Zeeuw, Laura 
Currie, Anabella Gray, Jessica 
Brown, Sophie Ordner, Louise 
Harrold. 

Front Row: Sofie Udana, Simona Sidoti, 
Camille Rennie, Ying Chu 
(Snow) Zheng, Laura Peattie, 
Avril Treasure, Erin Seeto. 

Absent: Jessica Boyde, Gabrielle 
Tesoriero. 

Teacher: Ms Cathy Douglas (absent) 

10.9 
Second Row: Lauren Moorhouse, Georgina 

Mailey, Luana Bowman, 
Madeleine Fysh, Stephanie 
Kennewell, Darby Salter, 
Jennifer Dineen. 

Front Row: Hayley Andrews, Nicole 
Schroder, Molly McIndoe, 
Annabel Knowles, Charlotte 
Mayer, Sophie McGrath, 
Natasha Capstick. 

Teacher: Ms Ana Gonzalez 
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GOODOOGA OUTBACK IMMERSION 
 
On the 26th of September, Georgie 
Beukers, Nicole Samson, Georgia 
Cranfield, Scarlett Cross and Natalie 
Cavallaro participated in the Outback 
Immersion Program. Goodooga is a 
small town situated in the North-West 
of NSW near the Queensland border. 
 
To be given the opportunity to develop 
relationships with the very welcoming 
Aboriginal community that lives there 
was indescribable. The hospitality we 
received was amazing, and to develop 
an understanding of the past and 
present from the perspective of the 
aboriginal people, who had 
experienced the stolen generation first 
hand was eye opening. 
 
During what seemed like a very quick 
six days, we took part in various 
activities such as yabby fishing, 
bushwalking, sheering sheep, sitting 
around a fire, bore baths, talking and 
playing with Aboriginal children, 
learning about the missionaries and the 
fish traps twice as old as the Egyptian 
pyramids. We also did a cultural 
workshop that involved Aboriginal 
dancing, singing, beading and painting. 
 
On the last night we were privileged to 
attend a smoking ceremony. It was the 
most breath taking experience and left 
everybody in silence afterwards. Once 
we got back to the Gibbs residence we 
were painted all over in white ochres 
and performed our Aboriginal dances. It 
was truly a touching night, a once in a 
lifetime experience. 
 
We feel extremely fortunate that we 
were able to go to Goodooga and we 
have taken away a better 
understanding of Australia and its 
indigenous history. The people we met 
from both other schools and the 
community of Goodooga have created 
a second home for us. These people 
are life long friends eho will never be 
lost. We could never thank the Gibbs 
family enough for opening their home 
and hearts to us. 
 
Natalie Cavallaro 11.1 

YEAR 11 RETREAT 
 
Year 11 retreat was a fun and well 
welcomed break from study for us 
all this year. The theme was 
togetherness and community which 
was reflected throughout the day's 
various activities. Reluctant at first 
Year 11 soon got into the spirit of 
things. There was karaoke to Lady 
Gaga and Kesha, some interesting 
and clever interpretations of Winter 
Olympic sports, krumping, singing, 
Irish dancing, performances from 
two teachers, Mr Lee and Mrs 
Williams, music sung by Chris, and 
many games promoting the 
'community spirit of our Year 
group'.  
  
Some girls organised a game of 
fruit salad with the whole Year, as 
you can probably imagine it was 
absolutely massive. The game left 
no one without a smile on their face 
and there was not one person who 
had not been trodden on at least 
once. Soon afterwards, the rain 
began to fall and a massive game 
of Chinese Whispers commenced.  
  
After lunch, Year 11 enjoyed a 
more reflective part to the retreat, 
which ended with a few minutes of 
mediation and a lot of well wishing 
for the years ahead. Overall, the 
retreat was yet again a positive and 
enjoyable experience for everyone 
who attended. We thank Chris, the 
teachers and ourselves, Year 11, 
for another memorable retreat. 
 

Lauren Hutton 11.5 
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11.1 

Third Row: Jin Lu, Kirsten Dunsmore, 
Georgia Nelson, Sarah 
Bonanno, Sitong Men, 
Ashleigh Holmes. 

Second Row: Alexandra Awad, Carolyn 
Keegan, Kejun Zhang, Le Ying 
Cui, Bo Ra Chung, Scarlett 
Pollet, Xiaohong Cai. 

Front Row: Samantha Raymundo, Sophie 
Gould, Kate Stacey, Ngai Chit 
Lam, Natalie Cavallaro, Rachel 
Vescio, Xin Ruan. 

Teacher: Ms Marcia Charles (Absent) 

11.0 

Second Row: Ellen Cooper, Emily Nelson, 
Jessica Pockett, Ashley Smith, 
Phoebe Rose, Jiayun (Karen) 
Liao. 

Front Row: Huijun Kong, Melissa Golding, 
Huichen Cao, Sophie 
Blanshard, Stephanie Dunne, 
Linda Catalano, Danielle 
Ursino. 

Absent: Hei Tung Ng. 
Teacher: Mrs Victoria Williams 

DRIVING AWARENESS PROGRAM  
 
On Monday 15th March, Year 11 attended the RYDA 
Driving Course in St. Ives.  RYDA is a road safety 
education program aimed at equipping young people 
with the knowledge to stay safe on our roads.  RYDA is 
a community-based initiative of Rotary. 
 
When we arrived we were divided into groups and 
attended six different sessions during the day. The 
sessions covered topics such as hazard perception, 
stopping distances, planning around influences such as 
drugs, alcohol and fatigue and choosing and 
maintaining a roadworthy vehicle. 
 
Others things covered in these sessions included legal 
speed limits and laws of driving. 
 
We watched a video where we were asked to pick out 
the faults in the surroundings around the road. We also 
watched live police footage of car accidents and in 

particular a video showing a car accident where an 18 
year old girl and her best friend were killed, when 
coming home from her own birthday party. 
 
The videos we watched on these young people getting 
killed were very graphic and I think this was definitely a 
big eye opener for us all. 
 
In another session a man with TBI (Traumatic Brain 
Infection) came in and told us his story which inspired 
all of us as it was so sad to see what can really happen 
in a car accident.  It was really interesting listening to 
this man and to see pictures of his previous years 
before the accident. 
 
Overall, RYDA was a very informative, but also a very 
fun day.  I personally think that everyone learnt a lot 
about the safety of driving and hopefully everybody will 
be more alert the moment they take off in their cars. 
 
Vivien Bartel 11.5 
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11.2 
Second Row: Cathryn Bonser, Claire 

Gunner, Isabelle Stanley, 
Georgina Elvy, Jayde Porep, 
Nichola Webb, Lisa McLean, 
Georgia Cranfield. 

Front Row: Lauren Azzolina, Jiamin 
(Karmen) Liang, Isabella Rullo, 
Su Hyun So, Pei Wen (Mandy) 
Shao, Shin Yin Cheng, 
Michelle Kellendonk, Shao 
Ting Fang, Manjie (Caroline) 
Li. 

Absent: Nga Man Lau. 
Teacher: Mr Denis Lee 

11.4 

Third Row: Jessica McPherson, Marlies 
Bakker, Jessie Quinn, Elysia 
Hall. 

Second Row: Chloe Christensen, Jessica 
Felton, Eloise Layard, Yige 
Zheng, Xiao Fang Gao. 

Front Row: Laura House, Ellie-Rose 
Williams, Elise Crittle, 
Alexandra Boverman, Ya Ting 
Wang, Caitlin O’Connor, 
Emiko Stuart. 

Teacher: Ms Helena George 

11.3 
Second Row: Nuoyi Li, Courtney Pynsent, 

Lily McMillan, Nadine Hahn, 
Jiaqi Zhao, Micaela Borger, 
Ruo Qi Gan, Meng Wang. 

Front Row: Julianne Khong, Katherine 
Crimmins, Georgia Farrell, 
Charlotte Baker, Madeleine 
Whyte, Katherine Horvath,  
Sarah Chirillo 

Teacher: Mrs Bronwyn Parker, 
 Ms Meta Regis (Absent)  
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11.5 

Third Row: Gemma Rawson, Alexandra 
Bracey, Jasmine Mirosevich, 
Nicole Samson. 

Second Row: Yanting Wu, Xilin Li, Lauren 
Hutton, Vivien Bartel, Melissa 
Clark, Grace Lee. 

Front Row: Mariko Stuart, Morena 
Fuentes, Scarlett Cross, 
Hongxuan Zhu, Sophie 
Hamester, Nicole Olivera, Jing 
He. 

Absent: Kelsey Wilson. 
Teacher: Ms Belinda Foss 

11.7 
Second Row: Kanyarat Bupphaves, Heninita 

Pakileata, Nieve Allen, Lauren 
Szewczyk, Isabella 
Dobrijevich, Ashlee 
Wyngaard, Shasha Hu. 

Front Row: Yeman Yu, Melissa Luscri, 
Ziling Liang, Kellie Reid, 
Stephanie Jones, Emily 
Gaughan, Isabella Heath, 
Jessica Sekulich. 

Absent: Neisha Mulham. 
Teachers: Mrs Bronwyn Parker, 
 Mrs Judith Coman (Absent) 

11.6 
Second Row: Bethany Sweeny, Jessica Bull, 

Madeleine Curby, Winona 
Clayton, Tara Handley, Rachel 
Gallagher, Yana Wolf. 

Front Row: Zonglei Li, Gabrielle 
O’Sullivan, Olivia Basham, 
Michele Jones, Yutong He, 
Kate Mouldey, Anna Regan. 

Absent: Erin Lewis, Yingshan Zhu. 
Teacher: Mr David Ford 
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11.8 

Third Row: Jacqueline Campbell, India 
Tarasin, Melanie Connell, 
Georgia Gibson. 

Second Row: Sophie Heffernan, Jade York, 
Boyan Zhang, Emily Doherty, 
Katie Rooney, Sophie Selles. 

Front Row: Ashley Amoroso, Rebecca 
Pashley, Ashley Lutze,  Minli 
Huang, Wantong Liu, Laura 
Mullooly, Jessica Berry. 

Teacher: Ms Katerina Stojanovski 

11.A 
Second Row: Rudanren Ju, Ashleigh Pitcher, 

Mia Casey, Georgina Bevan, 
Jessica Henderson, Lisa 
Tricksey, Ellie McNamara. 

Front Row: Hua Hua Zhang, Anna Rose, 
Allee Cooper, Alexa Kaufer, 
Billie Murphy, Rebecca 
Gigliotti, Yoori Mok. 

Absent: Hannah Armstrong, Claudia 
Dunne. 

Teacher: Ms Linda Clemesha 

11.9 
Second Row: Erin Heidke, Georgia Beukers, 

Pelenaise Taufalele, Hannah 
Sellwood, Laura Kathner, 
Giulietta Gigliotti. 

Front Row: Jessica Murace, Sarah Lyell, 
Elyse Connolly, Deana 
Antonopoulos, Chuyan Zhang, 
Xiaoting Huang, Elly Pipiciello. 

Absent: Sin U Mak, Julia Rorke. 
Teacher: Ms Christina Burke 
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2010 What A Year! 
 
The year began like any other. A flurry of students fussing 
over new timetables, new teachers, new classes. However 
it didn’t take long to settle back into things and before we 
knew it the year was in full bloom.   
 
The Opening Mass was a perfect way to start a new Stella 
year. This year’s Mass was particularly special as we 
officially welcomed our new Principal, Mrs. Comerford. We 
filled the church with our green, pink and white and joined 
together as a community to celebrate a new beginning.  
 
Another special occasion at the beginning of this year was 
our Chinese New Year celebration. Our international 
friends play such a huge role in making Stella what it is 
and it was great to be able to celebrate something very 
important to them. We were entertained by a variety of 
students and were wowed by their singing, dance moves 
and instrumental talent. We were then lucky enough to eat 
some delicious Chinese finger food followed by activities 
that ensured everyone got involved, including the 
teachers! 
 
Before we knew it, we were lining up outside the Aquatic 
Centre, preparing our muscles and vocal cords for a big 
day of racing and cheering. Year 12 looked fantastic, 
dressed up in house colours. I must say we did go all out 
this year with the costumes! It was a great day which saw 
us transform from high school students to fierce 
competitors as the houses battled to be named the cheer 
champions. Fatima took the crown! Similarly the athletics 
carnival was also a great success, with plenty of running, 
cheering and of course visits to the canteen. 
 
When considering this year it is also important to talk 
about Light Entertainment. Although a stressful venture 
Light Entertainment was a memorable part of this year as 
we as leaders watched a quarter of the school join 
together to create many unique dance moves, flamboyant 
routines and lots of laughs. Overall it was a success even 
though we didn’t perform our final products and a lot of fun 
was had by all. 
 
On behalf of the Stella girls I would like to acknowledge 
Mrs. Comerford and recognize her effortless transition into 
her role as Principal. From day one she was respected as 
her personal approach made her a relatable mentor. I 
would also like to thank the much-loved Ms. Ryland for all 
she has done this year.  
 
2010 has certainly been a memorable year. There have 
been hardships that have brought the community closer 
but there have also been plenty of laughs and 
celebrations. I will miss Stella and everything about it, 
however I’m glad to have ended with great memories of 
my final year. 
 
Sally Heys 12.4 

Broken Bay Diocese Mass 
  
The Year 12 2010 Broken Bay Diocese Mass was 
an event that provided the opportunity for 
approximately seven hundred students from schools 
across the area to experience a day of prayer, hope 
and peace. It was a rewarding day of spiritual 
reflection but at the same time a day that inspired 
and motivated us to fulfil our dreams and goals that 
we had set for the challenging year ahead. The 
words from Bishop David Walker resonated with us 
all and united us as the Year 12s of 2010.  
  
Amelia Bannerman 12.A and Carissa Malouf 12.4 

HSC 2010 
 
I would like to congratulate our 2010 Higher School 
Certificate students, particularly those who 
achieved excellent results in many subjects. 
 
Our highest achiever was Qi Si (Sherry) Chen with 
an ATAR of 99.35. Sherry was also presented with 
a Premier’s Award from the Premier of NSW, 
Kristina Keneally MLA. 
 
There were many other students with ATARs over 
90 and many students who achieved their personal 
best. 
 
Mrs Vicki Comerford, Principal 
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Year 12 formal 
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Year 12 

Graduation  

Mass and Assembly 

FAREWELL YEAR 12, CLASS OF 2010 
 
The Graduation Mass was both a joyous and sad event 
that involved the farewell of Year 12 2010. Caroline, our 
Year 12 Captain took on the Mass like a pro with a 
speech on all the memories, events and personal jokes 
we have shared throughout the years as students of 
Stella Maris. It was my honor to be asked to sing at our 
final Mass, my nerves had reached a maximum but my 
heart was playing a grateful tune. I remember standing 
at the front of the church, near the altar, and looking 
down at our group. For that second I had glanced back 
at all the memories I had shared with each of them and I 
knew they would never be forgotten.  
 
Although the Graduation Mass was the final time we 
would all be together in our uniform as Stella Maris 
students, I knew that even as the days, weeks and 
years would go by, we would always belong to the 
Stella Maris community. It is a sad event that we had to 
leave those who taught us how to respect one another, 
how to solve our own problems; whether it would be 
mathematics, chemistry, physics or the deeper meaning 
behind King Richard but it was one of the most exciting 
moments of our lives. This stage in our lives has 
passed, the final chapter of our school life has come to 
an end, but there are many more chapters in our lives 
that are ready to be written, that are ready to help us 
grow, develop and learn about who we are and our 
place in this world. Although we are sad to say 
goodbye, say hello to the life you have ahead of you 
that will make you stronger and wiser. 
  

"We’re graduating, and we know 
Our lives will be different and new; 

We’re going out into the world, 
Our goals and dreams to pursue. 

But one thing will never, ever change 
As we go our separate ways; 

The friends we’ve made in school will be 
Our friends for all our days. 

The special ties and attachments we’ve made, 
These bonds will never be broken; 

We’ll continue to feel that special bond, 
Though words may not be spoken. 

So it’s not "goodbye" but rather "farewell": 
I’ll see you again, my friends. 

Your friendship means a lot to me, 
And it will never end." 

  
To all the Year 12 students, Class of 2010, I wish you all 
the best in your life, may you stay humble, happy and 
healthy for many years to come.  
 
God Bless each and every one of you! 
 
Tina Alcorace 12.1 
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12.1 
Second Row: Amanda Millner, Rebecca 

Smith, Winnie Yuan, Anna 
Quirk, Tina Alcorace, Whitney 
Huang, Emily Kempson. 

Front Row: Yan Chen, Britney Tang, Grace 
Elliott, Jade Crowther, 
Christine Cappas, Gabrielle 
Lyons, Maria Ma. 

Teacher: Ms Susan Jo 

12.0 
Second Row: Sherry Chen, Jemima Whitely, 

Talofa Alamoti, Jacqueline 
Prendergast, Devon Halligan, 
Grace Crowley, Brook Miller, 
Alexandra Luu. 

Front Row: Shiqui Huang, Hannah Barker, 
Madison Smith, Dian Lu, 
Alyssa Caccamo, Star Luo, 
Kara Eggleston, Samantha 
Nugent. 

Teacher: Ms Anne Coyte 

YEAR 12 RETREAT 
 
On 15th June 2010, we went to North Curl Curl netball courts for our very last but yet fun retreat.  We all had such 
a joyful time with the leader Chris. Every one of us came together as a wonderful Year group to watch and listen 
to our friends’ talents. We were separated into groups and had to create our own way to celebrate a particular 
sport and to show how our Stella lives have been since we became ‘Stella Fella’s, and how it has defined us. All 
of the acts have brought us together as one to appreciate everyone, even if we are all from different cultural 
backgrounds.  Everyone also got to read something they wrote at Year 8 retreat! And that was hilarious but I am 
sure such ‘time-capsule’ activity will raise some of our best memories from deep inside our mind. 
 
We thanked ‘Sara Lee’ for her company with us in all our past retreats. I guess it’s Chris’ humor that makes our 
times at retreat always fun and fantastic. Besides the jokes, he brought up issues that are closely related to us 
and made us reflect on who we really are and what we value in life. This is so important for us as Year 12s as we 
have to face our HSC and plan for our future. At the end, we went around the room embracing everyone, saying ‘I 
just want to wish you well’. This tells me barriers are nothing if you bless others truly from the bottom of your 
heart. 
 
I am sure these experiences will always remind me of everyone in Year 12, our memories and the way I live my 
life with love and caring. 
 
KJ Ng 12.3 
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12.2 
Second Row: Jemma Kerr, Jenny Cheng, 

Imogen Wiggs, Teaghan 
Alexander, Clare O’Sullivan, 
Toneya Bennett, Emma 
Cumming, Samantha Harmer. 

Front Row: Lucy Milojevic, Louise 
Farrugia, Nicole Rawson, Alice 
Zhang, Jessica Macri, Elyse 
Treddinick, Molly Southwood, 
Erika Huang. 

Absent: Lisa Carlton. 
Teacher: Ms Teresa Milazzo 

12.4  

Third Row: Carissa Malouf, Sally Heys, 
Sophie Arneil, Brianna 
Dimento, Joyce Du. 

Second Row: Ashleigh Kopac, Tegan Wills, 
Dani Zhao, Jessica Reid, 
Cassandra Caterina, Hayley 
Fleming. 

Front Row: Chloe Moore, Rebecca Turner, 
Jade Park, Emma Blanshard, 
Jacqueline Pashley, Veronica 
Stambolieff, Darlene Ke. 

Teacher: Ms Nicole Boyde 

12.3 

Third Row: Emily Carr, Bethany Kings, 
Georgia Redfern, Jade Dalton. 

Second Row: Ellen Zang, Lukia Ding, Taylor 
Bladen, Olivia Malicki, Nikita 
Fitzgerald, Isabella Wang. 

Front Row: Ka Jing Jay Ng, Katelyn 
Harrold, Ambika Srinivasan, 
Madeline Parker, Madeline 
Wilcox, Stephanie Antoniou, 
Kate Mitchell. 

Teacher: Mrs Jeanette Ferguson 
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12.5 
Second Row: Scarlett Templeman, Michelle 

Walker, Cherry Ren, Jenna 
Hitch, Madeline Paul, Claudia 
Forsyth, Scarlett Arthur, 
Ebony Caterina. 

Front Row: Lin Fang, Julianne Marchese, 
Elaine Wu, Tahnee Moors, 
Daisy D’Souza, Alexandra 
Stanford, Natalie Kovacs, 
Katie Kuo, Emma Bloomfield. 

Teacher: Mrs Louise Yeates 

12.7 
Second Row: Brigid Ward, Rebecca Hooper, 

Morgan Bonner, Caitlin 
Pentecost, Claire Liu, Christie 
Maxwell, Kaija Scanlan, Alice 
Sundborn. 

Front Row: Ellen Murphy, Christie Shin, 
Freya Xie, Julia Zhu, Catherine 
Awad, Asimina Zervos, 
Alexandra Dwyer, Shani 
Ghosh. 

Teacher: Mrs Rowena Wharton 

12.6 
Third Row: Megan Bonner, Chantal 

Walsh, Jessica Duncan, Amy 
Morrison. 

Second Row: Sarah Peattie, Alyce Hodgson, 
Genevieve Rogan, Emily 
Chant, Christine Starr. 

Front Row: Amy Asquith, Kristy Kupczyk, 
Tara Gardner, Kaicy Guan, 
Mia Li, Binnie Wu, Amy Zhou. 

Teacher: Ms Nicole Boyde 
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12.8 
Second Row: Christine Xu, Natalie So, Claire 

Gilet, Angelique Booth, Emily 
Hunter, Lucy Washington, 
Lauren Susans. 

Front Row: Meizi Guo, Nicollette Lever, 
Jenny Bao, Amelia Dwyer, 
Milva Petrini, Christina 
Navarro, Alexandra 
McManus, Shannon Scoberg, 
Sarah Baker. 

Teacher: Ms Nicole Boyde 

12.A 
Second Row: Olga Guckian, Penny Johnson, 

Jessica Sergi, Laura Eagleton, 
Lauren Weatherley, Haylee 
Couchman, Nicole Chen, 
Charlotte Norsa. 

Front Row: Maya Brundritt, Billie Pope, 
Amelia Bannerman, Lillian Lo, 
Sunny Sun, Natalie Meredith, 
Caroline Szalay, May Huang. 

Teacher: Ms Mika Endo 

12.9 

Third Row: Emily Costello, Rebecca 
Dwyer, Molly Lloyde, Alex 
Ball, Shae Pickworth. 

Second Row: Natalie Johnson, Blythe 
Scully, Lillian Watkins, Tayla 
Swavley, Elizabeth Mellor, 
Angela Song. 

Front Row: Shari Guo, Jenny Cai, Rebecca 
Gray, Michelle Lo, Maggie Xu, 
Kate Nixon, Sally Brown. 

Teacher: Mrs Robyn Clarke 
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JANUARY 

Thu 28 Term 1 Commences for Years 7, 11 & 12 

Fri 29 Term 1 Commences for Years 8, 9 & 10 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

Wed 3 P&F Committee Meeting 

Mon 8 Opening Mass Rehearsal 

Tue 9 Year 11 Welcome & Information Night 

Wed 10 Year 12 2009 Afternoon Tea 
CCC Softball Selections 

Thu 11 Chinese New Year 
Fri 12 Valentine’s Day Fundraiser 

Mon 15 Opening Mass—St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney 
NSW All Schools Waterpolo 

Tue 16 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Fundraiser 
Year 7 Dinner 

Wed 17 Ash Wednesday 

Tue 23 BBSSSA Basketball & Senior Touch 

Wed 24 P&F AGM 

Thu 25 NSW All Schools Triathlon (til 26 February) 
Stella Maris / St Paul’s Music Band Day 

Fri 26 Year 11 Retreat 

 

 

MARCH 

Mon 1 BBSSSA Basketball & 13s/15s Touch Football 
SMC Swimming Carnival—Warringah Aquatic Centre 

Tue 2 Year 12 Welcome Evening 
Concert Band Workshop at Mater Maria College 

Fri 5 Year 10 Retreat 

Mon 8 Year 7 2011 Information Evening 
Year 11 Bundanon Visual Arts Camp (til 11 March) 

Tue 9 Years 8/9/10 Elective Music Night 

Thu 11 Year 11 Bundanon Design Camp (til 13 March) 
All Schools Touch Football 

Sat 13 Year 7 2011 Scholarship Examinations 

Mon 15 Year 11 RYDA Driving Course 
CCC Golf 

Tue 16 Careers Market 

Wed 17 Year 7 Camp (til 19 March) 
Year 10 Welcome & Information Evening 

Fri 19 BBSSSA Swimming 

Sat 20 NSW All Schools Rowing 

Mon 22 Year 12 Examinations (til 31 March) 

Tue 23 Vocal Night 
BBSSSA 15s Soccer 

Wed 24 Year 9 Welcome & Information Evening 

Mon 29 Year 8 Retreat 

Tue 30 Year 9 Retreat 
Year 8 Welcome & Information Evening 
CCC Netball Open Selections (til 31 March) 

Wed 31 Term 1 Concludes 

APRIL 

Thu 1 Staff Development Day 

Mon 19 Term 2 Commences 
SMC Athletics Carnival—Narrabeen Academy of Sport 

Wed 21 Parent Teacher Interviews 

Fri 23 Years 7 & 10 Vaccinations 

Tue 27 CCC Swimming & Diving 
All Schools Golf Stroke Play (til 30 April) 

Wed 28 Year 11 ‘Study Smart’ Presentation 

Thu 29 Senior Band performance at Warringah Mall 

Fri 30 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Hike (til 1 May) 

 

 

MAY 

Sat 1 CCC Basketball 

Fri 7 Mother’s Day Breakfast 
Year 7 & 10 Vaccinations 
CCC 15s & Open Netball Selections 
All Schools Basketball Selections 

Tue 11 NAPLAN (til 13 May) 

Wed 12 P&F Committee Meeting 

Fri 14 NAPLAN make-up 

Wed 19 Parent Teacher Interviews 

Thu 20 Year 10 Self Protection Day 

Fri 21 NSW All Schools 15s Netball Selections 
NSW All Schools Swimming & Diving 

Mon 24 Open Futsal 

Tue 25 Years 8—12 Dance Ensemble Evening (til 26 May) 
Junior Futsal 

Thu 27 Year 8 Brainstorm Performance 

Fri 28 BBSSSA Cross Country 
Concert Band Workshop 
State Year 9 & 10 Touch Football 

Mon 31 Musicale (til 1 June) 

 

 

JUNE 

Tue 1 Year 9 Brainstorm Performance 

Wed 2 P&F Committee Meeting 

Thu 3 Years 7—10 Examinations (til 11 June) 

Fri 4 CCC 15s & Open Touch Football  

Tue 8 Parent Teacher Interviews 

Fri 11 CCC Cross County 
Silver & Gold Duke of Edinburgh Training 

Tue 15 Year 11 Leadership Camp 
Year 12 Retreat 

Wed 16 P&F Committee Meeting 

Sat 19 P&F Trivia Night—St Kieran’s Parish Hall 

Mon 21 CCC Open Basketball (til 22 June) 

Tue 22 Year 7 Dance/Drama Performance Night (til 23 June) 

Fri 25 Stella Day 
Term 2 Concludes 

Sat 26 Bronze/Silver/Gold Duke of Edinburgh Hike (til 29 June) 
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JULY 

Mon 19 Term 3 Commences 

Wed 21 Years 7 & 10 Vaccinations 

Fri 23 Years 10 & 12 Schools Photos 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Training 
NSW All Schools Cross Country 

Mon 26 Regional Open Futsal 

Tue 27 BBSSSA Netball 

Wed 28 P&F Committee Meeting 

Fri 30 Years 7, 8, 9 & 11 School Photos 
CCC 15s Touch Camp 

Sat 31 NSW All Schools Touch (til 1 August) 

 

 

AUGUST 

Mon 2 HSC Trial Examinations (til 17 August) 

Wed 4 Year 7 Retreat 

Thu 5 Year 11 2011 Information Afternoon 

Fri 6 Waterpolo Trip to Hawaii (til 18 August)  

Tue 10 Years 8, 9 & 10 Elective Music Night 
Regional Intermediate Futsal 

Wed 11 Year 11 2011 Information Evening 

Thu 12 Year 11 2011 Subject Market 

Fri 13 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Hike (til 14 August) 

Tue 17 NSW Catholic Netball 
Senior Music Night (til 24 August) 

Wed 18 Year 9 2011 Information Night 

Tue 24 CCC Junior Basketball 

Wed 25 Year 8 2011 Information Night 

Mon 30 Music Camp (til 1 September) 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Wed 1 P&F Committee Meeting 

Thu 2 BBSSSA Athletics 

Fri 3 BBSSSA Surfing 
Father’s Day Breakfast 

Tue 7 Stella Alive 

Fri 10 Silver Duke of Edinburgh Training 

Sun 12 All Schools Netball 

Mon 13 Year 11 Examinations (til 23 September) 

Wed 15 Year 9 Camp (til 17 September) 
Year 8 Drama Night 

Thu 16 Years 7 & 8 Touch Football 

Fri 17 CCC Athletics 

Sat 18 Australasian Catholic Netball (til 22 September) 
NSW All Schools Athletics (til 22 September) 

Tue 21 Year 12 Graduation Mass Rehearsal 

Thu 23 Year 12 Graduation Mass—St Mary’s Church, Manly 

Fri 24 Year 12 Graduation Assembly and Morning Tea 
Term 3 Concludes 
Bronze/Silver Duke of Edinburgh Hike (til 26 September) 

OCTOBER 

Mon 11 Staff Day 
Tue 12 Term 4 Commences 
Wed 13 Trial School Certificate (til 14 October) 

Year 11 Retreat (til 15 October) 
Tue 19 Higher School Certificate Examinations (til 11 November) 

Years 7—11 Dance Evening 
Fri 22 Year 8 Surf Survival Day 
Sat 23 Stella Markets 
Tue 26 Piano Recital Night 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

Wed 3 Texstyle ‘A night of food and fashion’ 
Mon 8 School Certificate Examinations (til 9 November) 
Tue 9 Year 10 (2011) Information Evening 
Fri 12 Year 7 Vaccinations 
Sat 13 Silver Duke of Edinburgh Hike (til 19 November) 
Tue 16 Year 7 Music Night 
Wed 17 Year 7 Drama Performance 
Thu 18 Year 7 2011 Orientation Day 

Year 12 Formal - Sofitel Wentworth, Sydney 
Fri 19 Years 7 - 10 Examinations (til 30 November) 
Tue23 Year 8 ESSA Examinations 
Wed 24 Volunteers Dinner 
Fri 26 Year 11 Conclude 
Tue 30 Year 10 Formal - Miramare Gardens, Terrey Hills 

 

 

DECEMBER 

Wed 6 Presentation Evening—Christian City Church, Oxford Falls 
Tue 7 End of Year Mass—St Mary’s Catholic Church, Manly 

Term 4 Concludes 
Thu 9 Teaching Staff Conclude 
Tue 14 Office Closes 
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Special Awards 
 

These awards represent the culmination of hard work - not only within the subject 
areas of the College but some in addition acknowledge extra-curricular 

involvement and special circumstances. 
 
Stella Award:     Rachel Nunn 
 
Caltex Award:     Emily Kempson 
 
UNSW Academic Achievement Award:  Qisi (Sherry) Chen 
 
Australian Defence Force Award:  Ellen Murphy, Jessica Felton & Rachel Nunn 
 
Scarf Foundation Award:    Sally Heys 
 
Pierre de Coubertin Award:   Lisa Carlton 
 
Debating Award (Junior):    Violet Warner 
 
Debating Award (Senior):    Julia Rorke 
 
Student Success Program Award (Gold):  Lauren Hutton 
 
Student Success Program Award (Silver): Kiri English-Hawke, Gracie Hay, 
       Cassandra Green &  
       Velvet-Belle Templeman 
 
Ex-Students’ Award:    Ellen Murphy 
 
Warringah Library Service Research Excellence Award:  Lauren Hutton 
 
Vocational Education & Training Outstanding Student Award: Jessica Bull 
 
Sports Award:     Angelique Booth 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Trophy (Gold):  Toneya Bennett & Ellen Murphy 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Trophy (Silver): Hannah Janssen & Hannah Ledieu 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Trophy (Bronze): Ebony Lohr & Nicole Rorke 
 
 

Year 10 Awards: 
 
English Prize:  Johanna Long 
 
Mathematics Prize:  Wei Jia (Miranda) Tan 
 
Science Prize:  Nicole Schroder 
 
History Prize:  Gracie Hay 
 
Geography Prize:  Luana Bowman 
 
 

Year 12 Awards: 
 
Religion Prize:  Bethany Kings 
 
English Prize:  Caroline Szalay 
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Academic Excellence Awards 
 Year 7  Year 8  Year 9 

Emily Anderson 

Cassandra Armenio 

Ashley Bekker 
Ruby Costello 

Georgia Gajardo 

Matilda Gould 

Maggie Jacobson 

Brigid Mackenzie 

Emanuela Orellana 

Ruby Reid 

Angie Schroder 
Amy Tesoriero 

Gemma Young 

Jessica Arman 

Michaela Burchell 
Michelle Clark 

Samantha Lynch 

Taylor Mills 

Kavita Naidu 

Jessica Nord 

Caitlin O’Shannassy 

Amelia Russell 
Sarah Thompson 

Abhainn Treacy 

Gemma Walmsley 

Ariana Cabrera 

Rebecca Carbone 

Jenna-Lee Felton 

Laura Gass 

Cassandra Green 

Catherine O’Grady 

Amber Perks 

Irene Pi 
Velvet-Belle Templeman 

Tara van Herten 

Violet Warner 

 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Luana Bowman 

Emma Boydell 
Natasha Capstick 

Sara Connell 
Lani Cutuli 

Rachel Diaz 

Clare Freakley 

Jessica Gostelow 

Alysha Harrold 

Gracie Hay 

Johanna Long 

Rachel Nunn 

Rose Outred 

Amy Rath 

Nicole Schroder 

Chloe Christensen 

Melissa Clark 

Jessica Henderson 

Lauren Hutton 

Alexa Kaufer 
Eloise Layard 

Xilin (Iris) Li 
Nicole Olivera 

Katie Rooney 

Jessica Sekulich 

Lisa Tricksey 

Jiaqi (Ketty) Zhao 

Qisi (Sherry) Chen 

Yi (Lukia) Ding 

 Daisy D’Souza 

Sheng Yu (Joyce) Du 

Emily Kempson 

Bethany Kings 

Hua Tong (Claire) Liu 

Alexandra Luu 

Carissa Malouf 
Genevieve Rogan 

Caroline Szalay 

Scarlett Templeman 

Yong Yi (Winnie) Yuan 

Excellence of Effort Awards 
 Year 7  Year 8  Year 9 

Holly Anderson 

Paris Bladen 

Kiera Boag 

Megan Connolly 

Rosie McCaffery 

Miku Nedachi 
Georgia Phin 

Rosie Steindl 
Caitlin Werakso 

Felicity Whitting 

Isabella Altenburger 
Elise Andrew 

Kayla Biasi 
Nicola Bradley 

Sofie Cunningham 

Stephanie Dampney 

Jessica Jarvis 

Larissa Mesiti 
Nina Nedachi 

Emily O’Connell 
Natalie O’Connor 

Chelsea O’Sullivan 

Monica Olivera 

Ava Maree St. John 

Sophia Bernard 

Rebecca Connell 
Lara Dragasevich 

Emma McGlinn 

Hannah McGlinn 

Olivia Papalia 

Lily Rasdall 
Jemma Rob 

Ashleigh Signorelli 
Cinzia Tisano 

Olivia Wilson 

 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Kimberley Butterfield 

Carla Christmas 

Annalise Dracopoulos 

Hannah Janssen 

Hannah Ledieu 

Lefan Luu 

Holly Mandlik 

Tess McPhail 
Ashley O’Donell 

Wing Kwan (Annie) So 

Wei Jia (Miranda) Tan 

Le Ying (Ivy) Cui 
Morena Fuentes 

Ruo Qi (Violet) Gan 

Claire Gunner 
Minli (Sara) Huang 

Julianne Khong 

Huijun (Analeigh) Kong 

Laura Mullooly 

Sophie Selles 

Isabelle Stanley 

Mariko Stuart 
Hua Hua (Elvira) Zhang 

Sophie Arneil 
Catherine Awad 

Taylor Bladen 

Emily Chant 
Samantha Harmer 

Minshan (May) Huang 

Milva Petrini 
Nicole Rawson 

Madison Smith 

Ping (Angela) Song 

Yichen (Ellen) Zhang 

Hanqing (Dani) Zhao 
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On Friday 25th June we had the wonderful opportunity to 
celebrate Stella Day. The day was very successful, 
raising $2020.00 which was donated to the Oasis Youth 
Support Network. Oasis is an organisation that helps with 
Australia’s homeless youths. We also had many donate 
canned food and clothes which have been distributed to 
the Salvation Army Winter Appeal. Thank you to all staff 
and students who donated in support of the day. 
 
Thank you to Ellen Murphy, the SRC Captain, along with 
all the SRC representatives who created a memorable 
day! 
 
Ms Victoria Scully-Power, SRC Coordinator 
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On 23rd of October, 2010, a brand new fundraising 
initiative took place at Stella Maris. The Student 
Representative Council recognised the need for a 
new, exciting way of raising money and came up with 
the ‘Stella Markets’ concept. In the weeks leading up 
to the event, Stella Girls from every Year, cleaned out 
their wardrobes and brought their second hand 
clothes, books, shoes and other exciting bits and 
pieces to school, to add to the mountain of donations 
that was expanding every day in the library. A massive 
SRC task was then carried out, with the assistance of 
two wonderful Year 10 Classes and a handful of 
enthusiastic Year 7s, of sorting the many donations in 
to girls clothes, boys clothes, shoes, artwork etc. All 
this time, we were praying for good weather after a 
week of on and off rain. Bright and early on Saturday 
morning, the SRC as well as a group of teachers and 
a few parents came to Stella on a bright, sunny day to 
set up the colourful markets on the deck. The 
enthusiasm and energy of all of the girls was 
exceptional and the opportunity to work together away 
from the classroom had nothing but positive effects. 
 
The Markets began at 10am and members of the 
community as well as lots of Stella girls came to the 

Markets throughout the day and grabbed some 
amazing ‘Vinnie’s style’ bargains! The cake stall was 
the ‘must-try’ hub of the markets, with almost 
everything being sold before 12 o’clock; combine that 
with a gourmet sausage sizzle and we had plenty of 
people sitting down under the atmospheric Oak Tree 
for lunch. The grand total at the end of the day was 
just under $1300 which was donated to Oasis Youth 
Care Refuge, Surry Hills. The charity, run by the 
Salvation Army, works specifically with homeless 
youth with the aim of providing accommodation, 
education and most importantly a safe and loving 
place to stay for some of the most vulnerable 
members of our community. The money raised at the 
Markets was combined with money raised through 
Stella Day and through the Blackmore’s Running 
Festival, allowing us to truly make a difference in the 
lives of many young people. Stella Markets will 
hopefully become an annual event – stay tuned! 
 
On behalf of the SRC, we would like to issue a huge 
thank you to all teachers and students involved in the 
organisation and preparation of the markets!  
 
Rachel Nunn 10.5 
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Thank you Stella Maris Students and Staff 
  
Thanks to the amazing generosity of the students and staff of Stella, I flew to Rome for the Canonisation of Mary 
MacKillop, founder of the Sisters of St Joseph, and Australia's first saint.  It was a wonderful privilege to be the 
representative of both Stella Maris College and of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan. 
  
I was lucky to be booked on the same flight out of Sydney as the Sisters of St Joseph, so I introduced myself to 
them at the airport and congratulated them on having the first saint (even though the Good Samaritans were the 
first women's religious congregation founded in Australia).  The "Joeys" were genuinely pleased that a Good Sam 
was going to be at the canonisation and thought the story of Stella Maris funding my trip was a great tribute to 
the thoughtfulness and generosity of all concerned (which it certainly was). 
  
I had a few days in Rome before the Canonisation so the group I was part of did the touristy things - saw and 
climbed the Spanish Steps, threw coins into the Trevi Fountain, went on guided tours of Christian Rome, the 
Papal Museum, the Sistine Chapel, St Peter's Basilica, as well as some of the more famous churches. We ate at 
small "Ristorantes" and fell in love with Italian soups, pastas, pizzas and gelatos. Taxi rides were 
frighteningly fast and furious . . . 
  
The morning of Sunday, 17th October, 2010, the day of the Canonisation, dawned fine after overnight rain.  We 
went early to St Peter's but there were thousands already there in the piazza.  Our precious tickets gave us 
entrance to one of the barricaded off areas where there were chairs, a long distance view of the Altar but close to 
a big screen.  The atmosphere was terrific.  The people around us were speaking different languages, waving a 
variety of flags, singing hymns and national songs.  Everyone was joyful and thrilled to be there - that's the only 
way to describe them.   
  
Once the Mass celebrated by Pope Benedict XVI commenced, reverence prevailed and we all did our best to 
follow the Latin Mass and to respond appropriately (if we could remember the words).  At various stages during 
the Mass the steps of Canonisation took place and by the end of the Mass (two and a half hours later), Australia 
had its first saint - St Mary of the Cross (MacKillop) - Australians were ecstatic as were the people from other 
countries who had new saints to honour. 
  
The feeling of joy flowed over.  Young people from the various nations found one another and broke into song, 
the Cardinals and Bishops came down from the altar and mingled with the people - I felt the Church was 
demonstrating the fact it is "one, holy, catholic and apostolic."  I was happy to see the indigenous Australian 
group but could not get close enough to speak to them.  How pleased St Mary must have been at their presence. 
  
The next day I left Rome and when, as the plane flew over the vast land of our country, Australia, I could see so 
much evidence of the effects of the rains and floodwaters in the southern parts of the States - billabongs, 
waterholes and dams filled, huge lakes where there is usually just sand, and the faint tinge of green where plants 
have been given the gift of life - I thanked St Mary for looking after her beloved "outback."  
  
Sr Pauline Bulluss S.G.S. 
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KANGA SCHOOLS 
 

Once again, Stella Maris College collected secondhand, unwanted 
educational aides to send to Sierra Leone in West Africa. Staff and 
students were asked to donate textbooks, stationery, computers 
and sporting equipment. 

 
One of the first casualties of the civil war in Sierra Leone was education. 
In Australia, refugees from Sierra Leone and Australian citizens have 
formed an organisation to help - Kanga Schools. 
 
Educational items are collected and stored in a warehouse in Sydney 
until a shipping container can be filled. It is then shipped to Freetown in 
Africa. On arrival in Sierra Leone, the goods are unloaded under strict 
supervision to ensure that they reach their destination without being 
pilfered. 
 
Kanga School beneficiaries are junior schools, high schools, universities 
and libraries all of which are in dire need and all from the generosity of 
Australians. 

ANANDA MARGA 
ACADEMY PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

Thank you so much to all the 
students, parents and staff who 
provided me with over 80 recorders 
and 70 books of music to take to 
Ananda Marga Academy Primary 
School in Mombassa, Kenya. 
 
During the month of January I lived 
in a children's home and taught 
music at the affiliated school, 
working with children in Years 3-8 

(aged 7-15). Whilst music is a part 
of the lives of most Kenyans, it is 
not a subject taught at school, and 
thus the children had never been 
taught to play an instrument or to 
read music. During my time at the 
school my friend and I carried 
out several programs. We taught 
recorder at lunch time to all of Years 
3 and 4 and we taught weekly 
lessons in music to students in 
Years 3-8, writing our own raps to 
learn about rhythm, and our own 
songs as we learnt to read the 
notes. Perhaps our biggest 
accomplishment was producing an 
'Africanised' version of Mark 
Walton's musical 'Leonard and the 
Lottery Ticket', filled with acting, 
dancing and singing. 
 
Before school, after school and 
during any break the sounds of 
‘Mary had a Little Lamb’ on 
recorder, and songs from the 
musical were drifting in the windows 
of our house, 100m away from the 

school. Anytime we walked through 
the grounds children were stopping 
us asking if we were teaching in 
their class today, when they could 
learn recorder, what costumes they 
needed for the musical and if we 
could listen to the songs they had 
made up. 
 
Whilst we were only visiting the 
school for a short time it was 
obvious that the music lessons 
made an impact on the kids, and 
that they really appreciated the time 
that we spent with them! The 
recorders will be cherished forever 
and were kept with such pride, and 
the songs of Leonard will be sung 
for a long time into the future I'm 
sure. 
 
Thank you so much for your support 
and for helping me to take music to 
the beautiful, talented kids of 
Ananda Marga Academy Primary 
School. 

Emma Hunt, Class of 2004 

KIDNEY HEALTH 
AUSTRALIA 

 
During 2010 various staff members 
helped raise funds for Kidney 
Health Australia by collecting used 
stamps. Funds raised go to assist 
Australians living with kidney 
disease, which unfortunately is 
increasing in our community. 
 

Trish Hobson, Finance 
Department 

 
Excerpt from an email received 
from Annette Smith, Kidney Health 
Australia: 
 
Just a short note to say thanks so 
much for your used stamps. These 
will keep our volunteers busy as 
they are able to make used stamps 
into cash (they are also 
magicians!) Keep up the good work 
and if you can get more people, 
either friends or students on board 
that would be great. 
 
Thanks so much for your help. 
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WORLD’S GREATEST SHAVE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Before     During     After 
www.worldsgreatestshave.com.au 

Thank you to everyone who donated reading and 
educational books for pre-schoolers, they were very 
much appreciated by the families at Smokey Mountain.  
 

Mrs Fran Byrne, Learning Support Officer 
 
Excerpt from a letter from Sr Constance, Manila: 
 
Thank you very much for the update and most 
especially for the books you sent. I am so happy to 
receive it  because I know it is filled with love and joy in 
gathering it. So it is not only the books per se but the 
effort and the love put into it make it more enjoyable to 
read. From the very beginning I really felt your sincerity 

and your person for being one with us in our mission. 
  
The students and the people from the dumpsite felt the 
spirit of Christmas when we had joy giving our 
Christmas Party. Books, clothing, food, toys, groceries 
were given to them. Parlour games and sumptuous 
meal were also part of the party. Thank you very much 
for all your contributions. I know we cannot ask for 
more in giving joy to these marginalized people. 
 
May you be blessed in your daily life as you continue 
doing your mission to the people in Australia. May God 
continue to protect you. 

THE LITTLE SHED SCHOOL, 
SMOKEY MOUNTAIN, PHILIPPINES 

In 2010, two students from Stella Maris took part in 
the World’s Greatest Shave, Sophie Blanshard of 
Year 11 and Georgia L’Estrange of Year 8. 
 
On March 12 I took part in the World's Greatest Shave, 
I only decided I was going to do it a month beforehand 
which was very late notice, but I still had enough time 
to collect donations and organise a concert. 
 
Since primary school I have always admired the 
people who shaved their hair off for this cause and had 
always wanted to get involved. My Dad was diagnosed 
with Chronic Myeloid Leukaemia in 2008 and this was 
the main cause that drove me to take part. It was a 
very spur of the moment decision, but once I told 
people there was no turning back. I started advertising 
and raising money any way I could and it would have 
been hard without the help of family and friends. I 
happen to know quite a few people who sing, dance 

and play instruments, so I thought 
it might be a good idea to hold a 
benefit concert to raise some 
extra cash. Westpac was very 
helpful and organised to double 
the cash I made which was 
around $5,000 so that was made 
into $10,000 and plus the $5,000 
off the website, the money raised 
by myself in total was around 
$15,000. 
 
Shaving my hair was an incredible experience and I 
would do it all over again in a heartbeat. I am so proud 
at the amount of money that was raised towards this 
foundation and I hope it did make a difference. 
 
Sophie Blanshard 11.0 

http://www.leukaemia.org.au/web/index.php
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Sarah Baker and her work ‘Royal Game’ featured at ARTEXPRESS 

2010 saw three of our Year 12  Visual Arts students selected to be included in ARTEXPRESS 2011: 
 
 Sarah Baker for her piece ‘Royal Game’ which is to be displayed at The Art Gallery of New 

South Wales, New England Regional Art Museum. 
 
 Alice Cooper for her artwork titled ‘Dysmorphia’ which is to be displayed at The Armory Sydney 

Olympic Park. 
 
 Brooke Miller for her piece ’Wired’ which is to be displayed at Hazelhurst Regional Gallery & 

Arts Centre. 
 
Details of exhibition venues and dates can be found on the ARTEXPRESS website: http://
artexpress.artsunit.nsw.edu.au 
 
While 9,800 students submitted Bodies of Works for Visual Arts Examination only 406 students were 
nominated for selection into ARTEXPRESS. Stella Maris, our staff and students are very proud of our 
Year 12 artists’ achievements. 

http://artexpress.artsunit.nsw.edu.au
http://artexpress.artsunit.nsw.edu.au
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THE YEAR OF THE TIGER - CHINESE NEW YEAR 
 
On the eleventh of February, international girls came 
together and celebrated the Chinese New Year in a 
traditional way. Before the celebration, we arranged the 
colourful lanterns around our school and that helped us 
to create the joyful atmosphere. After things settled, we 
started our performance, which made us laugh and 
concentrated our minds all together. Teachers gave us 
some special lucky pockets with delicious candies 
inside and the local students organized the games for 
us. Although we couldn’t stay with our true families 
during this important time, friendly Stella gave us the 
feelings just like a big family. Thank you for making 
everything meaningful for us. 

Iris Li 11.5 
 
INTERNATIONAL NIGHT 
 
Although the ‘International Night’ was a long time ago, I 
still can recall how happy and excited we were on that 
day.  
 
On the day, every international student looked forward 
to finishing the class then enjoying the big party for us. 
Lively music accompanied us as we entered the theatre, 
we were talking and laughing feverishly as we awaited 
the excellent performances. Shortly, the hosts, KJ, Ellen 
and Taylor appeared on the stage to begin the party. 
There were lots of good performances such as KJ’s 
dancing, Summer’s singing, students from Year 11’s 
chorus and so on. What striked us most was Ellen’s 
dancing of light - she danced with glow sticks, - it was 
so amazing and made the party reached the climax. We 
all cheered for the girls who performed on the stage and 
make us feel so proud! After the performances, we ate 
nice food which the Hospitality students cooked. “This is 
really exciting and a wonderful night in my life at Stella 
Maris.” Iris said. Ivy also said “How happy we are! I’m 
longing for ‘International Night’ next year.” In my mind, it 
is like a beautiful color drawn on the picture of my life in 
Australia. 

Breaker Zheng 11.4 

FEATHERDALE WILDLIFE PARK 
 
During the Easter holiday, school organized a day trip to 
Featherdale Wildlife Park. There were seven of us, 
including our lovely Ms Collins and best driver ever Ms 
Sewell. The trip was absolutely fantastic. The 
Featherdale Wildlife Park was far more interesting than 
we expected it could be. We saw many of Australia’s 
unique wildlife in a natural bush setting, which is so 
special and we even hand fed kangaroos, wallabys and 
emus with hay. The most incredible thing was that we 
actually touched a koala and took heaps of photos with 
it. Things got out of control a bit when we were running 
around the Wildlife Park collecting the animal stamps for 
the “Featherdale Passport”, we were like back to six 
years old. At noon, we had lunch in the Wildlife Café 
together, there was talking, joking and lots of laughing. 
We all enjoyed the day and just loved this trip! 

Ketty Zhao 11.3 
 
LIFELINE FETE 
 
On 1st May, 2010, five of us (Iris, Kaicy, Ketty, Winnie 
and myself) went to volunteer at the Lifeline Fete in 
Balgowlah and the day was fabulous! Even though the 
weather was not too good, the five of us enjoyed the 
time helping there. So many things were sold - toys, 
clothes, plants, homemade food, and the choir 
performance was brilliant! We worked in either the toy 
stall, barbeque or the clothes stall. It was really nice to 
take part in such a meaningful event and help the 
community around us. Every volunteer there was 
passionate. This was a great opportunity for us as 
international students, to explore life outside of school 
and the culture of Australians! It feels great to see lovely 
children and everyone finding a bargain and the most 
important thing is the money goes to charity! What is 
better than this? 

KJ Ng 12.3 
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Stella Maris Remembers! 
 
At 11am on the 11th day of the 11th month, we look back and acknowledge 
those who fought on the various theatres of war in World War One. We 
thank them for the courage, determination and strength that they had in 
their hearts. The girls and teachers of Stella Maris College were all dotted 
with a bright red poppy to show the thankfulness for what the soldiers did 
for our country. There were many tears and proud faces as the school sat 
down and listened to the Last Post and Reveille. Four students sat down 
and feverishly cut out red poppies for the school, even the College 
Principal, Mrs Vicki Comerford joined in. A fellow student of mine shared 
her ideas of what she thinks Remembrance Day is: 
 
“I think Remembrance Day is an important day to all Australians, as it is 
the day that we respect, remember and give thanks to all of the soldiers 
who fought for our survival and freedom.”  
 
Not only do we remember the ones who died for us in World War One, the 
Great War, the war that was meant to end all wars; we also remember 
those who fell during World War Two, The Korean War, The Vietnam War, 
Iraq, East Timor and currently Afghanistan. We ask ourselves when will 
we learn to respect life for what it truly is? Stella has commemorated this 
event and forever will as the years progress, lest we forget. “It is a 
wholesome and holy thought to pray for the dead.” (2 Maccabees 12:46) 
 
Jasmin Buono 9.4 
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In 2010: 
 

The Library made over 11,000 loans 
to students. 

 
1564 books were added to the Library 

collection. 
 

Our most borrowed book was ‘Hunger 
Games’ by Suzanne Collins. 

 
We installed a new catalogue system 

called Destiny - better searching, 
resource lists, more to come in 2011. 

 
There were lots of displays to support 

the curriculum and other College 
activities such as Crime Fiction, Life in 
the Time of Jesus, Biodiversity, Italian 

class Carnivale Masks and the 
canonisation of Mary MacKillop. 

 
The Library was a collection point for 
the Easter Egg Appeal, St Vincent de 
Paul Christmas Appeal and the Stella 

Market donations. 

Stella Alive – the owls want to know 
WHOOOdunit? 

Collecting and sorting for the inaugural 
Stella Markets 

We chilled out with board games and 
smooth jazz on Stella Day. 

1960s fashion parade! 

“Wall of Death” antismoking campaign 

SRC Wall of Well Wishes. Students 
wrote anonymous notes to their 

friends telling them what was 
special about them. 

Remembrance Day display. 

Stella Alive 
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 Name: 
 
 Nickname/s: 
 
 
 Subjects Studied: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Extra Curricular Activities: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Favourite Subject: 
 
 Most Hated Subject: 
 
 Favourite Teacher: 
 
 Greatest Achievement: 
 
 
 Funniest Moment 
 
  
 My best friends were: 
 
 
 Favourite food in the Canteen: 
 
 Hangout Place: 
 
 My current crush is on: 
 
 I am obsessed with: 
 
 In FIVE years time I hope to …. 
 
 
 
 
 
 In TEN years time I hope to …. 
 

Paste  

Photo of 

Yourself 
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